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Sent: 27 March 2018 21:05 

To: adminclerk; enquiry@ambervalley.gov.uk; info@transitionbelper.org 

Subject: Belper skatepark 

 

To whom it may concern, 
 
I am writing to inform you of the current state of Belper skatepark, and to request that 
something be done about it in the future. 
 
I recently took up skateboarding on a whim as it is a good way to get active and a fun 
method of transportation. However, when I went to practice in Belper skatepark, I was 
horrified at the state of it. Obviously Belper is a very hilly area, so the skatepark would be 
the ideal place to practice as skating up or down hills, and on roads, particularly as a 
beginner, is incredibly dangerous. However it is evident that the skatepark has failed to be 
maintained to an acceptable standard and as such demonstrates a complete lack of respect 
for the people (read: the youth community) that wish to use it.  
 
Below I outline the main issues I have with the skatepark, and describe why I think it's 
important something is done about it. 
 
Issues: 

 Rubbish litters the ground from nearby Morrisons, B&M and McDonald's. This lack of 
respect for the environment is shocking, especially given the current global importance 
given to saving our ecology and wildlife. Litter is not only bad aesthetically, but also for the 
plants and animals that share the space. Furthermore, the footpath from the Rugby club to 
the Football club runs through the field adjacent to the skatepark, and the litter makes it a 
horrible place in which to walk, particularly for those people with dogs. 

 There are no rubbish bins in which to throw trash away in, which only aggravates the 
situation mentioned above. I suggest that bins be installed around the perimeter of the 
skatepark. Furthermore, I believe fines should be more seriously implemented for those 
who do choose to litter in this skatepark, as it will prevent it from happening on such a large 
scale. 

 There are potholes in the tarmac in the skatepark - this is very dangerous, particularly for 
beginner skaters, and completely defeats the purpose of having a skatepark. The ground 
needs to be resurfaced to make this an attractive place to skate. 

 There is so signage for the skatepark. This makes it difficult for people to discover new 
activities and things to do and prevents people from getting active in new ways. 

 Bad graffiti. 

 
Why I believe improving the skatepark is beneficial:  
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 It has recently been announced that skateboarding will be an official Olympic sport at the 
2020 Tokyo Olympic Games. As such I expect interest in the sport to rise (for example, the 
number of people iceskating worldwide increases in time with the Winter Olympics), and as 
such interest in the park will increase accordingly. The park should be improved in line with 
this expected trend - it could become a great community activity, and may widen general 
youth engagement in the town. 

 I believe a community project could be instated which involves making new artwork/graffiti 
for the park. Belper school could participate for example, and will make the skatepark a 
more attractive place in which to skate. Jean-Michel Basquiat turned graffiti into an art, and 
it would be amazing to explore graffiti as an artistic medium further. I believe this could be 
very exciting for students. Youth participation is of paramount importance and this will 
demonstrate an effort on behalf of the council to get young people involved in the town's 
activities. This could be an amazing opportunity to get the wider community involved as 
well, thus encouraging the community engagement and development. 

 Making the skatepark more attractive and giving it better signage and advertising will 
encourage more people to give skateboarding and related activities a go. It is a great way to 
get active, and a fantastic means of transport which is good for the environment as it does 
not give off polluting fumes. The council plays a large role in the promotion of healthy living, 
and this could be a novel and exciting way to get people, particularly youths, active and 
engaged. 

 With the closure of McDonald's, young people are going to struggle to find somewhere to 
meet which isn't within the bubble of school. Apart from private organisations, which may 
be too expensive for some, there will be a lack of youth-oriented space, which is incredibly 
important in the development and happiness of young people.  

 
At the moment, the state of this skatepark demonstrates the age-old saying "out of sight, out of 

mind". It appears that since the skatepark is located behind a large supermarket, away from roads 

and traffic means that no one is particularly concerned with improving it. However I believe 

improving it can be beneficial in a multitude of ways, from creating a space for young people to 

enjoy and to protect our environment and promote sustainability.   

 

I look forward to hearing from you soon, 

 

 


