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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BELPER TOWN COUNCIL HELD AT THE 
HERITAGE CENTRE, ST JOHN’S CHAPEL, BELPER ON TUESDAY 12 JUNE 2018 
 

PRESENT: Councillor Sutton (Town Mayor) – in the Chair 
Councillors: Allison, Arnold, D Booth, J Booth, Charlton, Cluskey, England, 

Hurst, Miller, McCready, Nelson, Smith and Spendlove  
 
14 members of the public. 
 

  

 On the suggestion of the Mayor – the Council held a minutes silence in 
remembrance of Mrs J Woodward, former Town Clerk. 

 

3857 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Hillier – on holiday. 
 

 

3858 
 

 

VARIATION OF ORDER OF BUSINESS 
None 

 

3859 DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS INTERESTS 
Cllr Sutton declared a Personal Interest in a Planning Application by virtue of 
his neighbours planning application – but decided to remain in the Meeting. 
 
Cllrs D Booth and J Booth declared an interest in Item 22 – Confidential Staff 
Report and proposed to leave the meeting. 
 

 

3860 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
None  
 

 

3861 
 
Public 
Participation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resolved – To suspend the Council’s Standing Orders 
 
John Layton and Rosemary Annable delivered a short presentation to the 
Council about the work of the North Mill Trust and its plans for the future. 
 
A Belper resident spoke in relation to St Johns Car Park and explained the 
impact that closing the area to residence had had on the parking in the area 
and asked the Council to consider allowing residents to park in the car park. 
 
Stephanie Hardwick spoke in support of the Amber District Guiding Grant 
application. 
 
Derbyshire County Cllr Makin stated that he had been contacted regarding 
the footpath through Belper Meadows and made enquiries of the County 
Council officers who had assured him that the matter would be ready for 
consideration at the Committee meeting on 10 September. 
 
Derbyshire County Cllr Short reported as follows 

 The Blue Box had now received Charitable status 

 The road resurfacing at Milford had been completed and cost £60,000 

 The County Council had repaired 8,000 potholes in the last 6 week 
period 

 The Tea Rooms project is now progressing 
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3862 

Cllr Nelson asked the County Councillors to check whether permits had been 
granted for permit parking at the bottom of High Pavement. 
 
Borough Councillor Atkinson raised the County Council’s consultation 
regarding Library closure and reduced hours.  
The Clerk was asked to circulate the consultation and statistics in terms of 
usage. 
 
Borough Councillor Angharad addressed the Council on two issues 

 Land at bottom of Derwent Street – She urged the Council to bid for 
the land at the forthcoming auction 

 On behalf of the residents present at the meeting – the issue of pigeon 
problems had been raised by the Councillor to Futures Homes Ltd and 
had been referred to the Environmental Health section at the Borough 
Council. 
 

 
Resolved – To reinstate the Council’s Standing Orders 
 

3863 MINUTES OF FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS 
RESOLVED  

 To agree as a true record the Minutes 3806-3831 of the Full Council 
meeting held on 10 April 2018. 

 To agree as a true record the Minutes 3832-3856 of the Full Council 
meeting held on 8 May 2018. 

 

 

3864 DRAFT MINUTES OF THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN WORKING GROUP 
RESOLVED to note the draft minutes of the NPWG meetings held on 17 
April 2018 and 15 May 2018. 
 

 

3865 DRAFT MINUTES OF THE FACILITIES COMMITTEE 
RESOLVED to note the draft minutes of the Facilities Committee held on 24 
April 2018. 
 

 

3866 DRAFT MINUTES OF THE LEISURE, TOURISNM AND GREEN SPACES 
COMMITTEE 
RESOLVED to note the draft minutes of the LTGS Committee held on 5 June 
2018 

 

 

3867 MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Town Mayor reported is attendance at the following events 

 10 May 2018 - Parish and Town Council Liaison Committee 

 11 May 2018 – Sharing Not Wasting opening 

 12 May 2018 - Milford and Makeney Well Dressings 

 13 May 2018 - Belper Rugby Club Mini’s presentation 

 19 May 2018 – Belper and Duffield Rotary Club Family Fun Day 

 2 June 2018 – Belper Goes Green 

 5 June 2018 – RHS Chatsworth Flower Show 

 8 June 2018 – funeral of Mrs. J Woodward 

 12 June 2018 – SSAFA AGM 
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3868 REPORT OF THE CLERK 
The Clerk updated the Meeting as follows 

 Actions arising from the last meeting – AVBC had confirmed that the 
invite to tender for the Tea Rooms project – design and build – had 
been posted onto Contracts Finder 

 General Correspondence  - Thank you letter from Accessible Belper 
for use of Grant for accessible toilet at Belper Goes Green 

  DALC circulars – the Council noted the DALC circulars 

 Press Releases – The Clerk confirmed she had issued press releases 
on Bloom – Judging Date 2 July 2018 and the Tea Rooms project 

 Website – now live and up to date 

 Great British Spring Clean – The Clerked thanked Councillors for their 
attendance 

 WHS training – the Clerk reported good attendance at the training 

 The Clerk reported that the public toilets were closed over Easter 

 School Crossing Patrol – The Clerk reported that she had contacted 
the school affected and the school was not proposing to challenge the 
withdrawal of the service 

 Councillor surgeries – The surgery had gone well. Positive feedback 
for the outdoor staff for the planting in the Memorial Gardens. 
Councillors in attendance requested that the gazebo be set up in a 
different position net time. 

  Defibrillators – Still awaiting installation at Milford. 

 Belper Town Guide – to be published shortly 

 Twinning – The Clerk reported that a delegation from America was 
expected on 12 to 17 July. Events were being organised and a Civic 
Reception is to be held on 13 July at 12 noon at St Johns. AVBC had 
contributed £300 to the cost. 

 Walk for Life – Cllr Spendlove explained the proposed walk and urged 
the Councillors to support it. 

 Planning Training – The Clerk asked Councillors to confirm their 
attendance on the AVBC planning training on Thursday 19 July 2018. 

 The Clerk reported that the company selected to provide the Council’s 
IT hardware refresh had not provided a revised spec or quotation and 
therefore the matter would come back to the Council for 
reconsideration at the next meeting. 

 

 

3869 FINANCE 
RESOLVED to note the Council’s monthly bank statements 
 

 

3870 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
The Council considered the applications and decisions circulated and tabled 
at the meeting and 
RESOLVED  

 To delegate to the Planning Coordinators to consider making an 
objection in relation to application AVA/2018/0511 

 To make no comments on the other applications 

 To note the Planning application decisions  
FURTHER RESOLVED 
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 To note the comments made by the Planning Coordinators in relation 
to AVA/2018/0278 and AVA/208/0262 

 To note the update in relation to Bullsmoor, Belper Lane and the 
AVBC Local Plan. 

The Meeting considered further representations in relation to AVA/2018/0290 
and  
RESOLVED to delegate to Cllr Charlton as Planning coordinator to submit 
further comments in relation to application AVA/2018/0290. 
 

3871 GRANT APPLICATIONS 
RESOLVED to approve the application from Amber District Girl Guiding for 
£100 for the Brownie buckets ( Grant Ap 422) 
The Council agreed that should the initiative continue it should be included in 
the Floral budget for the coming years. 
 

 

3872 COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
The Meeting noted that Belper Community Cottage had adopted the Charity 
Commission’s Model Constitution and therefore no longer required a Town 
Council representative 
 

 

3873 CONSULTATIONS 
None 
 

 

3874 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
The Clerk updated the Council that the final draft Plan would be circulated in 
due course for consideration at the presentation on 28 June. Thereafter the 
Plan will be submitted to AVBC for Screening and published for informal 
consultation. Formal Statutory 6 week consultation likely to be later in the 
year with referendum likely in 2019. 
The Council noted the situation and recorded its thanks for the Group who 
continued to work hard to deliver the Plan. 
 

 

3875 STRUTT STREET TOILETS 
RESOLVED to purchase 3 anti-vandal soap dispensers to a maximum cost 
of £270 for installation in the public toilets. 
 

 

3876 CONTRACTS 
The Meeting considered the scoring sheets and RESOLVED  
1. To appoint Alliance for the following contracts 

 To resurface, mark out 21 spaces and install a traffic barrier at St 
Johns Car Park at a cost of £35,940.37 

 To install the Green Path at a cost of £982.70 

 To create a ramped access to St Johns Chapel at a cost of 
£3005.30 

2 To delegate to the Clerk to settle the contracts. The Clerk to use the JCT 
Minor Works Contract 
3. To establish a Contract Monitoring Group and to appoint Cllr McCready 
and Cllr Allison to that Group – to monitor implementation of the Contract 
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3877 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
RESOLVED that the next meeting is to be held at 7pm on Tuesday 26 June 
2018 (Year End and AGAR) 

 
3878 CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

 
RESOLVED  
In view of the confidential nature of the following item  - relating to a staff 
pay, legal advice and property negotiations - to exclude the Press and Public 
from the meeting in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act 1960, s1, in order to discuss the item 
 
 
Cllr D and J Booth left the meeting 

3879 STAFF 
RESOLVED to pay the Assistant Clerk an uplift in recognition of her 
undertaking RFO work whilst the RFO has been absent from work 
 
Cllr D and J Booth returned to the meeting 
 

3880 BELPER LANE COUNSELS OPINION 
RESOLVED to disclose the opinion to the Residents Group 
 

3881 St JOHNS CAR PARK LEASE NEGOTIATIONS 
RESOLVED 

 To agree to the Church’s proposed variation of the lease to increase 
the number of parking spaces to 31 but to propose no increase in 
Lease Rent, as all maintenance and enforcement will rest with the 
Council 

 Subject to the above being agreed – to enter into negotiations with 
residents to establish a Permit Parking Scheme. 

 The basic principles of the Scheme as follows – open to all Belper 
residents to apply for a permit, permit to cost £303 (same as AVBC 
permit), a maximum of 10 permits to be issued, permits issued on a 
year by year basis – the first year being a trial year and the Scheme 
to commence not before September 2018 

 Scheme to be approved by Full Council. 
 

3882 BELPER CLUB FOR THE DISABLED – LEASE OF THE GARAGE ON THE 
COPPICE CAR PARK 
RESOLVED To put an offer to the Club to purchase the Club’s interest in 
the Lease 
 

3883 LAND FOR SALE – END OF DERWENT STREET 
The Clerk explained the Land’s title documents – including 2 leases, 
footpaths, restrictive covenants etc and the auction process to the Meeting 
and stated that the Council had sufficient Reserves to acquire the Land 
 
RESOLVED  

 To bid to acquire the Land at the forthcoming Auction as the Land 
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was of value to the people of Belper to keep the footpath through it 
open and preserve the use as open space/recreational use. 

 To bid by remote bidding to purchase the land and to delegate to the 
Clerk to settle the necessary formalities 

 The maximum bid was agreed by the Council and a cheque for 10 % 
of the maximum bid was signed at the meeting 

 A cheque for the fee of £1000 including VAT to be paid to Savills was 
also signed at the meeting 

 The Clerk completed the Remote Bidding Form and signed it at the 
Meeting 
 

3884 SEPTEMBER FUN FAIR 
The Meeting was informed that Mr Proctor had appealed to the Showmen’s 
Guild regarding the conduct of the organisers of the September Fun Fair. It 
was understood that the Organisers of the September Fun Fair had been 
fined.  
RESOLVED 

 To invite Mr Proctor and a Member of the Showmen’s Guild to attend 
a future meeting of the Council to explain the matter 

 To delegate to the Clerk to request to see the evidence submitted 
and decisions made 

 To assist the September Fair Organisers with any appeal – including 
the Clerk to submit a letter to the Guild explaining that no harm had 
been done to the relationship between Mr Proctor and the Council 

 For the Clerk to write to the September Fair Organisers to explain 
that the Council still wishes them to hold a September Fair. 

 
 
 
The Meeting closed at 9.30pm 
 
Signed ……………………………………………….. 
 Cllr Sutton 
  
Date    10 July 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


