
BELPER TOWN COUNCIL - 9 JUNE 2020 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN FINANCIAL UPDATE 

REPORT OF THE RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Town Councillors have requested details of the expenditure to date since the inception of 

the Neighbourhood Plan process. 

1.2 The Neighbourhood Plan was originally started by a community group before being brought 

under the Town Council’s remit in 2017/18.   

1.3 Since taking over the Town Council has input a budget of £16,000 towards the plan process.  

The underspend which has been carried forward to 2020 is £2,245.79.  This is in addition to 

the grants from Locality and other sources which totalled £15,147. 

2.0 EXPENDITURE PRIOR TO 2017-18 

2.1 As the community group was in receipt of grants from Locality they were required to 

provide annual returns setting out their expenditure and uploading copies of invoices.  The 

access to the online portal is not held by the current clerk and so at the time of writing the 

report we do not have access to those detailed returns.   

2.2 A document which was saved on the Council’s server in October 2017 shows a breakdown of 

the Locality grant expenditure (which the RFO assumes is from the Community Group) is 

attached as Appendix 1.  This shows that a total of £2,355.96 underspend was returned to 

Locality. 

2.3 There are no other records stored electronically by the Town Council and so the information 

at Appendix 1 is all that can be presented at this time.   

3.0 EXPENDITURE BY THE TOWN COUNCIL 

3.1 The Council took over the plan process towards the end of 2017-18.  The records of 

expenditure from that time onwards have been held in the Council’s financial software and 

an extract of that has been provided at Appendix 2.  This demonstrates the grant income 

and the input from the Town Council with the resulting underspend as set out in paragraph 

1.3.  Councillors will note that a small underspend of 152.25 was returned to Locality. 

3.2 The RFO is contacting Locality to try to ascertain if there is any further grant funding 

available to Belper towards the completion of the process. 

 


