
 

 

   BELPER TOWN COUNCIL 
 
 
 

ANNUAL REPORT 2021/22 

 
St John’s Chapel  

The Butts  
Belper  

DE56 1HX 
01773 822116 

www.belpertowncouncil.gov.uk 
clerk@belpertowncouncil.gov.uk 

  

mailto:clerk@belpertowncouncil.gov.uk


2 

 

INTRODUCTION 

By the Mayor, Councillor John Porter 

 
The key element of 2021/22 for Belper Town Council was emerging from the restrictions placed 
upon it by the COVID pandemic. Our staff have maintained the service to our community 
throughout lockdowns and social isolation, and our floral displays and gardens are still showing 
off our town to the best effect, welcoming visitors and providing cheer for our residents.  
 
The town is coming back to life. Shops have fully reopened, events are now being planned and 
attended, and, more specifically for our Council, the new team are in the Council office and 
have been joined by new councillors. Another high point of the year was the reopening of our 
monthly Farmers’ Markets and the introduction of our Sunday Markets.  
 

COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 
Members of the public are welcome to attend Council meetings which are usually held on the 
second Tuesday of each month (apart from August) at 7pm when time is set aside for the public 
to raise any matters of concern or to make their views known on any items on the agenda.  
 
In addition, there are the following Committees: 
 
Finance, Governance & Staff Committee 
Facilities, Environment and Local Economy Committee 
Arts, Events and Heritage Committee 
Youth Committee 
Youth Council 
Herbert Strutt Charity Committee 
Planning Committee 
 

THIS YEAR’S HIGHLIGHTS: 
 
Transition to Belper Town Council eNewsletter 
 
In mid-2022, the Council made the transition to an electronic version of the Belper Town Council 
Newsletter. The Council felt that it was the right thing to do regarding its commitment to reducing 
its environmental impact and improving value for money to council taxpayers. The Council now 
produces its newsletter in a digital format available on the Council website and provides a 
limited number of paper copies which are placed in Belper Library, doctors’ surgeries and in a 
limited number of shops. Residents are also able to subscribe for their own digital copy to be 
emailed directly, via enquiries@belpertowncouncil.gov.uk giving your name and the email 
address to which you require the newsletter to be sent.  
 
Belper Youth  Sports Festival 
 
During the middle two weeks of August 2021 the Council, led by Councillor Emma Monkman, 
organised a summer sports camp for local children. Around one hundred children attended a 
packed programme of activity which included Tennis, Hockey, Archery, Kayaking, Climbing 
wall, Cricket, Basketball and Bushcraft. 
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New Councillors and Officers for Belper 
 
After the resignation of two councillors, elections were held in September to elect new 
councillors to the Town Council. Councillor Joel Bryan was elected as the new Councillor for 
the Belper Central Ward and Councillor Jamie Walls to the Belper South Ward. The Council 
also said farewell to the Town Clerk, Emma Smith who assumed a new post in another Council 
to be closer to her home and family and welcomed our new Town Clerk, Debra Townsend, who 
is highly experienced and is already making a difference to the Council’s business. In January 
we also appointed a new Assistant Town Clerk, Tina Faloon, and a locum Economic 
Development Officer, Dave McAra. 
 
Amber Valley Borough Council Local Plan 
 
AVBC consulted residents and businesses on its draft Local Plan which is designed to 
determine how much Housing and Employment land growth will be needed over the next 17 
years and where that growth should be located. The decisions would have far-reaching effects 
on Communities such as Belper, so residents were encouraged to contribute. Belper TC 
developed its own response which was discussed at the Full Council meeting in September. 
The AVBC Local Plan will be in force from 2021 to 2038.  
 
Consultation of the Draft Corporate Plan. 
 
The Council consulted on a Corporate Plan which set out the Town Council’s priorities for 
Belper over the next few years. The plan was developed following a period of extensive 
research and residents were invited to provide us with feedback on its contents to ensure that 
the Plan accurately reflected the priorities for Belper and what needed to be changed. The 
submissions were complete in October and the Belper Town Council Corporate Plan 2021/24 
has now been published. 
 
Anti-social Behaviour in Belper 
 
The Council received several reports of anti-social behaviour in the area which were reported 
to the Police at the time and residents have been urged to report all future incidents. The 
Council collaborated with the Community Safety Team at Amber Valley Borough Council and 
the Police; however, it is unfortunate that these incidents are still occurring, but the Council is 
committed to making sure that measures are in place to alleviate the consequences. 
 
Making Belper more Accessible: Accessibility Strategy 
 
Over the last year, the Council has worked closely with Accessible Belper, prior to its closure, 
to make improvements to the support provided to people with Disabling Conditions. Some of 
the areas the Council has worked on include ensuring that Grant applications to the Council 
cater for people with Disabling conditions; the development of a new Toolkit for businesses to 
help them be more accessible; examining the Council’s own access arrangements to identify 
where improvements are needed; raising awareness at a number of the Belper Market days; 
making representations for better provision of services such as Accessible Taxis; examining 
the scope for better Community Transport provision which is more easily accessible; and liaison 
with the Sports Centre to explore how to deliver new activities for people with Disabling 
conditions. 
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Action on Flooding 
 
The Council is keenly aware that the risk of flooding in Belper and Milford has increased in 
recent years. Consequently, it has prepared and developed a Belper Flood Watch Scheme and 
appointed several flood wardens under the Lead Flood Warden, Councillor Emma Monkman. 
We have affiliated our Scheme with Communities Prepared, a Groundwork South Project, and 
attended two training events. A Flood Plan for Belper and Milford, which includes a Position 
Statement, has been created in conjunction with Derbyshire County Council and the 
Environment Agency and equipment has been procured for use during a flood in addition to 
additional support from the emergency services for those affected. The Flood Watch team has 
connected with other Councils and Flood schemes along the River Derwent and are now more 
prepared than ever to deal with flooding emergencies. 
 
Electric Vehicle Charge Points (EVCP) 
 
Belper Town Council has instigated the installation of 12 Electric Vehicle Charging Points which 
will commence in the Coppice Car Park in Spring 2022. This is one of the actions that the 
Council is taking in support of its 2019 Climate Emergency Declaration. In addition, more bike 
racks will be installed in the town centre, after consultation with Derbyshire County Council as 
to the most suitable locations.  
 
Belper and Milford Community Speed Watch (CSW) 
 
Excessive and/or inappropriate speeding is dangerous and is responsible for many 
unnecessary injuries and collisions. It is a criminal offence which affects the quality of life in 
many communities throughout Derbyshire. The Community Speed Watch (CSW) is a national 
initiative where active members of local communities join, with support of the Police, to monitor 
speeds of vehicles using radar speed detection devices. The CSW Team (Belper and Milford), 
coordinated by Councillor Fay Atkinson, has identified thirty-five roads in the town which are 
areas of concern and has organised training sessions for the spring and early summer of 2022, 
with the aim to reduce death and injury on the roads.  
 
Belper Youth Council 
 
The Youth Council of Belper is a strong force for both change and continuity in the town and its 
key aim is to continue to build upon this. The Youth Council focuses young minds positively, 
representing not just our young people, but the entire community. With new councillors, and 
the receding pandemic, they have started to make a real and positive impact. Under the 
leadership of Olly Thompson, Chairman of the Youth Council, the ideas from those who the 
Council represents, turn into action. The Youth Council is creating new opportunities in Belper 
for the youth of today and tomorrow. The Youth Council of Belper is here to make a real impact. 
 
 HM Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee 
 
The UK will celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in early June 2022. The Government has 
moved the May Bank Holiday date to 2nd June and added an additional Bank Holiday on 3rd 
June. The Town Council has invited residents to put forward ideas as to how the Town should 
celebrate the occasion and has secured a National Lottery Community Fund grant to provide 
cream teas for the residents of five care homes in the town. 
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External Grant Funding 
 
The Council works hard to secure grant funding from external organisations for community 
projects whenever they become available. In addition to the National Lottery Community Fund 
grant, the Council has received funding from the European Regional Development Fund 
(ERDF) through the Welcome Back Fund (WBF) to finance the creation of a promotional video 
to attract residents and visitors back into the town centre; also for bunting and flags for St 
George’s Day and the Platinum Jubilee; and  for updated Visitor Guides for 2022/23.   
 
Belper Town Council Budget 2022/23 
 
Belper Town Council has agreed that there should be no increase to the precept, which is the 
element of Council Tax raised for the Town during the financial year 2022/23. The Council 
recognised that householders in the town have experienced extremely challenging times over 
the past two years and to increase their tax burden would be an unwelcome additional hardship. 
Although the precept will remain the same as 2021/22, through careful management of the 
Council’s finances, the Council has been able to fund a range of additional improvements and 
initiatives through its Small Grants Fund and Service Level Agreements for larger amounts  
 

HOW THE COUNCIL SERVES THE COMMUNITY 

 
Looking after the Town 
 
The Town Council works in partnership with Amber Valley Borough Council undertaking many 
of the functions associated with much larger Town Councils. Belper and Milford areas are 
maintained to a remarkably high standard as can be evidenced by the parks, gardens, and 
floral displays. Every effort continues to be made to combat the problems of litter, fly-tipping, 
and graffiti. 
 
As well as contributing to the environment, the Council plays an important role in the monitoring 
and consideration of all planning applications.  
 
The Neighbourhood Plan went to referendum following a successful government inspection in 
May 2021 and was approved by 88% of those who voted. The Town Council believe that the 
Neighbourhood Development Plan will now provide the driving force to give those who live and 
work in the Belper Civil Parish an enhanced quality of life and improved community 
infrastructure. The Plan has been prepared by a sub-committee of the Town Council which 
included members of the local community, under the guidance of a Planning Consultant and 
following consultation with the local community. In accordance with legal requirements, the 
document is primarily concerned with land-use matters but the extent of consultation gives rise 
to several community projects. Account has been taken of the community’s clear desire that 
was expressed consistently throughout – that building should be on brownfield sites before 
greenfield, and that the North & East Mills & Strutt House should be put into good order and full 
usage. It is understood that there is a need for housing and employment land, but that the 
situation is not straightforward given the number of heritage buildings and the multiplicity of 
protected areas (green belt, Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site and buffer zone, 
conservation area, flood risk, areas of special landscape interest). The Town Council 
recognises that a balance needs to be achieved between maintaining the Belper 
neighbourhood area as a sustainable community with sufficient employment and suitable 
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housing availability, and protecting the area’s heritage, ethos, and landscape character. We 
believe that the Neighbourhood Plan for the Belper Civil Parish satisfies these criteria. 
 
Communicating with the Public   

 

As well as the Council’s notice boards which are situated around the Town, the Council 
publishes all news, events, agendas, reports and minutes on its website and news items are 
also published on Facebook. The Council also produces an eNewsletter, which is now in an 
electronic format. If you would like to be added to the distribution list, please contact 
enquiries@belpertowncouncil.gov.uk  
 
Liaison with the Police 
 
The Police are invited to attend meetings of the Town Council and are given the opportunity to 
report on crime figures and to raise any relevant matter. They have attended several meetings 
during the past year. 
 
Providing Community Facilities 
 
The Council has now emerged from the COVID restrictions and is now fully functional, but we 
continue to hold Council meetings in more spacious venues to allow for social distancing. The 
Heritage Centre in the Chapel is available for hire by the community for daytime meetings and 
events.  
 
Providing Allotments 
 
The Council provides a number of allotments sited at Hunter Road which are managed by the 
Allotment Association in partnership with the Town Council. All the plots are in use and there is 
currently a waiting list. The Council are seeking further allotment sites. If you know of any 
suitable land available, please let the Clerk know. 
 
Provision of Car Parking 
 
The Council provides valuable free parking facilities at the Coppice Car Park at the rear of the 
Market Place, Gibfield Lane and St John’s at the side of the Chapel. There is a Council Working 
Group that is ensuring that the Council can maintain this provision. 
 
Monthly Market 
 
The Market is highly respected and is well attended with visitors from all over the area enjoying 
the vibrant atmosphere and vast selection of quality produce which is always on offer. We have 
also introduced a monthly Sunday Market specifically aimed at local community and small 
business concerns. Councillor Carol Angharad and the Council’s Markets Working Group have 
also launched a Friday Flea Market which will take place on Fridays from May to September. 
  
Staff 
 
The Council employs four staff: The Town Clerk, Assistant Town Clerk, Responsible Finance 
Officer and a Marketing, Economic Development and Tourism Co-ordinator. The Council also 
employs three outdoor staff members but is seeking to employ a fourth. 
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