MINUTES OF THE ZOOM VIRTUAL FULL COUNCIL MEETING OF BELPER TOWN
COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 10 NOVEMBER 2020

PRESENT Councillor Monkman (Town Mayor)
Councillors: Dwyer, Harris, Watson, Oldfield, Mallett, Angharad, Porter and Hale.
8 members of the public.
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4572 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr B Bellamy – Health issues
Cllr N Ploughman – Family Commitments
Cllr L Ploughman – Family Commitments
Cllr Atkinson – Health issues
Cllr R Bellamy – Health issues
Cllr Wilkinson – No reason given
4573 VARIATION OF ORDER OF BUSINESS
None
4574 DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS INTERESTS
Cllr Angharad as Planning Board Member for AVBC proposed to leave the
meeting for Item 10 to avoid predetermination/bias allegations.
4575 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS
None
4576 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
• Amber Valley Borough Leader Cllr Chris Emmas-Williams spoke about Vision Derbyshire.
Government announced their intentions to progress Local Government reorganisation
and produce a White Paper by September 2020. The previous Conservative Leader of
Amber Valley Borough Council (AVBC) had always been a supporter of a Unitary Council
with District and Borough Council abolished. Pricewaterhouse Coopers (PwC) were
commissioned in June 2019. The first meeting was held with them in August 2019. Key
aims from this meeting was a new way of collaboration with all Derbyshire Councils
progressed through exploratory workshops of Leaders and Chief Executives in
September and October 2019. The list that came from the late meetings in October 2019
on potential areas to collaborate on were but not exhaustive:
Climate Change
Tourism
Skills and Employment
Economic Prosperity
Thriving Communities and Social Mobility.
AVBC Full Council on 29 January 2020 approved £17,000 to complete the second phase
of PwC workshops and final reports. A further 23 sessions took place culminating in a
letter being signed by all Derbyshire Leaders apart from Derby City who is a Unitary
Council on 5 October to the Secretary of State Robert Jenrick MP stating that the
preference for all Councils is Vision Derbyshire. Since then the Secretary of State has
stated the White Paper will be delayed until next year to allow all authorities to
concentrate on COVID and Town Centre regeneration. At the last meeting held on 30
October the last slide stated:
The next steps are1. Progressing endorsement of Vision Derbyshire through Councils
2. Drafting a letter to Senior Civil Servants requesting meeting with Ministry of Housing,
Communities and Local Government to discuss the approach
3. Schedule meetings with MP’s to share the details of the approach
4. Progress phase 3 implementation and delivery as set out
5. Update Leaders and Chief Executives on progress at the next meeting on 13
November 2020.
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•

•

Borough Councillor Neville spoke about the issue of food. It came up today in a meeting
at Amber Valley Partnership group that there has been a rise in demand for food at food
banks and a general concern amongst all the groups that more people were getting into
trouble financially. There is not the level of support like there was at the start of the
pandemic and there are issues about people who they may not know are in need of help.
The group understand that there are 5,000 people in Amber Valley who require the
highest level of support those who are most at risk and require shielding. They are all
being contacted individually with information about how to access support for ordering
food. There are certainly issues regarding people being able to pay for food right across
the board. We are likely to see more problems locally around. The Belper Food bank are
likely to require more support due to this anticipated demand. The same goes for fuel as
more people are requiring to pay for central heating and the Borough Council is putting in
support with new funding for getting some insulation. Both Councils will need to be aware
the need to work with the food bank in particularly and other voluntary organisations.
Belper Town Council are presumably aware that the local COVID 19 support groups are
gearing up again.
Clerk has contacted the Food Bank and Cllr Dwyer will liaise with Cllr Neville going
forward on behalf of the Council.
A member of the public spoke about the Christmas Eve Carol concert in which they are a
big fan of that happens in Belper every year. It is an important point in the calendar of the
Town particularly at this point due to the current situation. In December there will be
plenty of people who will have been without normal types of pleasure which they would
have experienced during non-pandemic time. This event should not be cancelled an
alternative Carol concert could be held maybe via Zoom idea of Carols from your
armchair, doorstep or garden. So clusters of houses, streets or crescents people could
gather on Christmas Eve to sing songs as they may do normally.

4577 MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING
RESOLVED approved as a true record Minutes 4537 - 4571 of the Full Council Meeting held
on 13 October 2020.
4578 MINUTES OF THE FINANCE, GOVERANCE, STAFF (FGS) COMMITTEE
RESOLVED Noted held on 27 October 2020
4579 MINUTES OF THE FACILITIES, ENVIRONMENT AND LOCAL ECONOMY COMMITTEE
RESOLVED Noted held on 3 November 2020
4580 MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS
Attended the Memorial Gardens on Sunday 8 November to lay a wreath on behalf of the Town
which was an honour. Some members of the Military were present, but all maintained social
distancing during the laying of the wreaths.
The Mayor would also be laying a wreath on behalf of the Town Council at the Triangle on
Wednesday 11 November which again will be an honour.
The Mayor would like to thank all businesses and organisations in the town that gave away
free meals during the school half term and if any of them needed any financial assistance to
contact the Town Council Clerk.
4581 FINANCE REPORT
a) 31 October 2020 bank reconciliation figures reference to Appendix 1
RESOLVED To note
Page 1186

b) Income and expenditure summary as at 31 October 2020 reference to Appendix 2
RESOLVED To note
c) Detailed income and expenditure 31 October 2020 reference to Appendix 3
RESOLVED To note
d) Finance update and draft budget 2021/22 reference to Appendix 4
Cllr Mallett as Chair of Finance, Governance and Staff Committee spoke about the concerns
raised by the Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) regarding the AVBC rate bills that had
recently been received in relation to the Coppice car park for the first time and without any
consultation. There is a demand from AVBC requesting a sizable amount to be paid this year,
which Cllr Mallett considers to be unreasonable and the reason for this was that no amount of
money had been accrued for these bills in the 2020/21 budget for this. The only way to make
a payment would be from the general reserves. Cllr Mallett stated that the Council was required
to maintain a level of at least 30% in its reserves as recommended by NALC and this was due
to be achieved by the end of 2020/21 and by May 2023 the reserves would be at a level of
50% this is due to obligations made to the town and this is extremely turbulent. To give AVBC
a lump sum payment would blow a hole in this plan.
Cllr Mallett’s second concern which came apparent in the Finance, Governance and Staff
Committee meeting that was held at the end of October. In October the second instalment of
precept was received which amounted to £226,580, that gave a balance of £590,000.
Consideration needs to be given about how we get to year end and beyond until the next
precept payment is received. The Council have to consider the commitments they have to staff
salaries, projects which Committees have committed to, changes that have come about
because of COVID which has effected this year’s budget due to the lack of income from Funfair,
Food Festivals, reduced income from the Monthly Market, right down to Christmas Trees and
Hanging Basket schemes. Council also needs to consider the commitments made to our ear
marked reserves which have yet to be paid such as £100,000 for Tea Rooms, Bluebox,
Community play spaces, vehicle replacement fund, building repair fund and at the end of all
this the Council have to maintain a level of 30% of the precept in general reserves. It caused
Cllr Mallett dismay to hear three Councillors that are on the Finance, Governance and Staff
Committee who are elected to represent the best interests of this town to say “it might be with
slight annoyance but 1. It is our legal duty to pay this, 2. Amber Valley is under significant
financial pressure much more so than this authority, it is a smaller authority but considerably
wealthier”. The second Councillor stated “it doesn’t have to be in putting the precept up to pay
it we do have £590,000 in the bank account and we have to pay this out of our reserves”. And
finally “if we have the money in the reserves to pay, it then we have to, otherwise we have to
come to a payment plan. I’ve had a look at the bank account earlier and we seem to have
£590,000 in it and I would imagine that the Finance Officer at Amber Valley Borough Council
would look at this and take it into account”. Cllr Mallett has no interest at this moment regarding
the financial position of AVBC but he does not want Belper Town Council being used as a cash
cow and the two members mentioned are members of Amber Valley Cabinet and Cllr Mallett
expressed that they should declare an interest in this item when Belper Town Council discuss
this matter in the future and absent themselves from the discussion.
RESOLVED Recommendations made
6.1 Noted
6.2 Council to pay the NNDR bills by installment with the Clerk and RFO to
contact AVBC regarding a revised repayment scheme that defer repayments until
April 2021 and no lump sum payment this year. Clerk and RFO to bring back
responses from AVBC regarding this negotiation to the Finance, Governance and
Staff Committee meeting to be held on 24 November 2020.
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6.3 Deferred all options produced by the RFO to the Finance, Governance and
Staff Committee meeting to be held on 24 November 2020.
6.4 Deferred to the December meeting once the rate bill repayments had been
agreed and SLA agreements had been finailised.
*Cllr Angharad were removed from the meeting into the waiting room*
4582 PLANNING MATTERS
The Council considered the applications and decisions circulated.
a)
Planning applications and appeals
RESOLVED To make no comments on the applications listed on the agenda.
b)
Planning application decisions
RESOLVED To note
c)
Neighbourhood Plan Working Group update
The examiner is preparing their final summary report of comments on the Neighbourhood Plan
and has been in touch with the Clerk this week to confirm they are trying to get the report
completed as soon as possible.
d)
Response regarding planning application AVA/2020/0713
RESOLVED 1. In accordance with the submission Belper Neighbourhood Plan,
representatives of the NP working Group met with the Futures Housing group and Hothouse
Cohousing on 6th August 2020 to discuss the application.
2. The application has many interesting features and meets many of the NP policy
requirements around sustainable development and carbon neutral homes in an innovative
development for Belper. These policies include NNP1 for sustainable development; shows
plans for energy efficiency and high-quality design in a way not often seen locally. See NPP12
and NPP15.
3. The site is of abandoned allotments that do not seem to have been in use for at least 20
years. It is not in green belt nor a conservation area. It is not a nominated brown field site within
the NP nor is it a protected green space. The plan seems a sensible use of abandoned land
for residential use and is no threat to the heritage of Belper. See NPP11.
4.The application shows a mix of privately owned and affordable homes which are in keeping
with the need identified for by the NP for affordable and smaller homes in the town to meet the
changing demographic needs. See NPP13.
5. Whilst the NP seeks to promote increased use of public transport and recognises this aim in
the plan there are doubts that there is sufficient parking capacity in the scheme. The parking
and traffic congestion on Holbrook Rd is a very real local concern and there needs to be
additional parking capacity on the site.
6.The NP group also wanted to see more footpaths and cycle paths leaving the site. See
NPP16.
7.The NP group also expressed concern about making safe and visible car access from the
site onto Holbrook Rd on a difficult blind bend. They expected DCC highways planners to
advise accordingly.
8. If reservations detailed in points 5,6 and 7 are properly addressed then the town council
would support the application.
*Cllr Angharad returned to the Meeting*
4583 GRANT APPLICATIONS
Belper Leisure Centre Limited
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RESOLVED Defer the application until December Full Council meeting once Cllr Mallett and
Monkman have contacted Belper Leisure Centre on the progress regarding the Council
representative joining the board of trustees.
4584 OUTSIDE BODIES AND CHAIRS OF COMMITTEES
• Cllr Oldfield spoke regarding Arts, Events and Heritage and also Communications working
group. Events - there has been mainly cancellations due to the current situation. Cllr
Oldfield, Dwyer, Angharad and Cllr Neville met a member of the public regarding the
possibility of an outdoor performance. Cllr Oldfield will contact the member of the public
about the alternative Christmas Carol concert idea. Cllr Monkman has produced a video
of laying the wreath at the Memorial Gardens to add to the website once this has been
formatted. St Peters have produced a video service which has been uploaded to the
Belper Town Council website on Sunday 8 November at 10.30am.
• Cllr Mallett gave an update on Finance, Governance and Staff Committee - an
extraordinary meeting is scheduled for 24 November as the calculation which gets the
Council through next year and maintains an acceptable level of reserves. Most
importantly it will help to fulfil the commitments made to this town in the Council’s third
year of office. The budget will be prepared for the December Full Council meeting.
• Cllr Dwyer spoke about the Youth Council they meet every two weeks. Wendy Amis from
DALC attended the last Youth Council meeting to give training regarding Councils. The
Youth Councillors are working with the food bank in Belper and working with food share to
achieve this. They are also working on Climate change mission. Cllr Dwyer has been in
touch with Blend who are working with Fleet Arts, Blue box as well as the Council. Cllr
Dwyer is impressed with the work Fleet Arts and Bluebox are doing with the youth of
Belper. There should be an update ready for the Youth Committee meeting on 24
November regarding the work Fleet Arts are conducting.
• Cllr Monkman spoke about Facilities, Environment and Local Economy - just had a recent
meeting, the minutes are included in this Full Council meeting. Working group are working
on the Community Orchard. They are also looking into allotments to try and get members
of the public off the waiting list.
• Cllr Dwyer spoke about Fleet Arts. Cllr Dwyer and Watson attended the Fleet Arts Annual
General Meeting three weeks ago. There are three of them that run Fleet Arts and Cllr
Dwyer can not believe all the things they have managed to setup using Zoom and outside
adhering to social distancing rules. They are very appreciative of the SLA grant. Fleet Arts
are also good at accessing grants and they are using this fruitfully within the town and
local area. Their one anxiety is the building they are in as this is an old Victorian school,
problems include flooding in the basement. They are hoping to consider another building
if necessary but it’s finding alternative premises in Belper.
• Cllr Porter spoke about Hope for Belper, Bluebox and Early Learning Centre who are all
involved with the wider community and are all dedicated to support their local and wider
communities. The Early Learning Centre has been distributing food through the fair
shares initiative. The Food Bank have reported that up to the end of September three
times more food has been requested than they have had in within the whole of last year
and there was no lockdown then. The Council are aware there are other organisations
like the Churches and the COVID support group are starting up again with assisting
people. There are some many organisations in the town that are helping and if the
Council can be of any help to these organisations they should come to the Council for
help and assistance.
• The Council have contacted the COVID support group to seek if they require any further
assistance and they do not require any at the moment.
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4585 DALC OCTOBER NEWSLETTER
Council would like to congratulate the Clerk in receiving a highly commended award for Clerk
of the year at DALC.
RESOLVED Noted
4586 CENSUS 2021 – SUNDAY 21 MARCH
RESOLVED Noted
4587 RESPONSE RECEIVED REGARDING ADA BELFIELD CARE HOME
RESOLVED Noted
4588 DALC – STANDARDS MATTER 2: PUBLIC CONSULTATION AND PUBLIC SECTOR
RESOLVED Noted.
4589 CHRISTMAS EVE 2020 – CAROL CONCERT PROPOSAL
RESOLVED Cllr Oldfield to contact the member of the public regarding arranging the
alternative carol concert.
4590 DALC – DERBYSHIRE POLICE & CRIME COMMISSIONER – VULNERABILITY FUND
RESOLVED Noted
4591 DCC – DERBYSHIRE AND DERBY MINERALS LOCAL PLAN
RESOLVED Noted
4592 CLERKS REPORT
RESOLVED To note report and approve the offer of £100.00 reduction in the Newgate bill due
to the circumstances regarding the barrier.
4593 VISION DERBYSHIRE
Cllr Chris Emmas-Williams stated that Parish Councils will not be affected whichever way the
situation goes.
RESOLVED Council would like to send thanks to Cllr Chris Emmas-Williams for taking the
time to attend the Full Council meeting to give an update on the situation.
4594 STAFF TRAINING BUDGET RECOMMENDED BY FGS COMMITTEE
RESOLVED Approved
4595 STAFF MOBILE PHONE BUDGETS RECOMMENDED BY FGS COMMITTEE
RESOLVED Approved
4596 FEES AND CHARGES RECOMMENDED BY FGS COMMITTEE
RESOLVED Approved for 2021/22
4597 FREE OF CHARGE CHRISTMAS TREES 2020 RECOMMENDED BY FGS COMMITTEE
Cllr Mallett would like to apologise to the Council as you are aware Cllr Mallett was elected to
Chair the Finance, Governance and Staff Committee and Cllr Mallett had assumed that all
Committee members were aware and fully understood that this is a recommending Committee.
In other words the Finance, Governance and Staff Committee considers all of the information
particularly in relation to the Financial Reports which are provided by the RFO and then the
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Committee decide what to recommend to Full Council. Then the Full Council decide whether
to accept those recommendations or not. In relation to this item this did not happen Cllr B
Bellamy saw fit to inform the town on Facebook whilst the meeting was in progress that this
item had been agreed. Cllr B Bellamy subsequently went on to confirm that refunds would be
available to those people that had already paid. Cllr Mallett would like to apologise on behalf
of Cllr B Bellamy in his absence. Cllr Mallett did consider this to be disrespectful to the position
as Councillors and the views and opinions you hold as individuals. In future Cllr Mallett will
confirm at the start of every Committee meeting that it is a recommending Committee only and
Members comply with that.
Cllr Monkman stated that the Council need to consider their decisions in terms of the outdoor
team having to put up the Christmas Trees in the difficult situation as shops are not open in
order to feed the electrical supply through. Thank you to the outdoor team for dealing with this
and a report will be produced by the RFO on the cost implications of schemes like this.
RESOLVED Approved
4598 PURCHASE OF MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT RECOMMENDED BY FGS COMMITTEE
RESOLVED Approved
4599 BUDGETS FOR COMMITTEES
RESOLVED Approved
Arts, Events and Heritage Committee, Walking Maps £1,500, Heritage and Historic Guided
Maps £1,000, Inclusive Arts with Vulnerable People £3,000, St John’s Chapel Anniversary
£3,500 and Talks programme £1,000.
Facilities, Environment and Local Economy Committee, Electric Vehicle Charging Points
£20,000, Toilet, Changing Places Facility and Charging Points £5,000, Increased seating
£2,000, Flagpoles £1,500, Flood Defence Development £5,000.
The CCTV of £17,000 was refused due to no paperwork produced in order to make a
decision on this budget item.
Youth Committee, Youth Council £5,000
The Skate Park was refused as no paperwork has been produced in order to make a
decision on this budget item. Youth Committee would require a paper regarding the
skatepark proposal project and feed this back to the Youth Committee to possibly include in
the budget for 2022/23 this paper should include the possibility of Community grants which
may be available for this project.
4600 BELPER BOUNCES BACK REALLOCATION RECOMMENDED BY FGS COMMITTEE
RESOLVED Approved
4601 STAFF APPRAISAL POLICY RECOMMENDED BY FGS COMMITTEE
RESOLVED Approved
4602 ABANDONED VEHICLE POLICY RECOMMENDED BY FGS COMMITTEE
RESOLVED Approved
4603 DISASTER RECOVERY POLICY RECOMMENDED BY FGS COMMITTEE
RESOLVED Approved
4604 DISCRETIONS POLICY RECOMMENDED BY FGS COMMITTEE
RESOLVED Approved
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4605 FOOD FESTIVAL CHARGING POLICY RECOMMENDED BY FGS COMMITTEE
RESOLVED Approved
4606 LONE WORKING POLICY RECOMMENDED BY FGS COMMITTEE
RESOLVED Approved
4607 PROTOCOL ON OFFICER/COUNCILLOR RELATIONSHIPS RECOMMENDED BY FGS
COMMITTEE
RESOLVED Approved
4608 SICKNESS ABSENCE POLICY RECOMMENDED BY FGS COMMITTEE
RESOLVED Approved
4609 TABLET AND INTERNET USAGE POLICY RECOMMENDED BY FGS COMMITTEE
RESOLVED Approved
4610 SAFEGUARDING POLICY RECOMMENDED BY FGS COMMITTEE
RESOLVED Deferred to December meeting for review
4611 LICENCE FOR BLIND VETERANS CHANGE OF DATE
RESOLVED Approved a licence for use of the Memorial Gardens on 10 June 2021
4612 ACCESSIBILITY STRATEGY
Council would like to thank the working group who produced this document along with the
Marketing, Economic Development and Tourism Co-ordinator. The Council would also like to
thank the input received from Cllrs Dwyer, Hale and Porter.
RESOLVED Approved both recommendations made
4613 EAST MIDLANDS RAILWAY PROPOSAL
Cllr Porter was given the task of attending the Derwent Valley Community Railway group by
the Council which Cllr Porter took up with pleasure. Cllr Porter has been attending meetings
since the first one he was eligible to attend which was early last year. It is a group which is run
by Derbyshire County Council (DCC) they have a dedicated Officer and a Deputy Cabinet
Minister to run the group. The group comprises of the East Midlands Railway Company Virgin
Rail, Network Rail, various community groups who are interested, also a representative from
Amber Valley Borough Council (AVBC) and other interested Councils. It is an interesting group
but they only talk about the Derwent Valley route which is from Derby up to Matlock so that’s
the remit of the group. East Midlands Railways won their franchise with a promise that they
had to commit to investing in socially relevant schemes which would benefit communities in
their area. With the collaboration of the Department For Transport they had nominated nine
Towns which will receive grant aid directly from the Department For Transport. Belper has
been lucky enough to be considered as one of those nine and Cllr Porter was conscious of the
fact they were stumbling over getting this completed because they were looking at using land
at the top of the ramp where the platform you use to get the train to Derby. The top of that ramp
they were looking at a piece of land there but commercially this was not viable as this stage it
nearly died. Cllr Porter and others carried on with communications with East Midlands Railway
in which they came up with alternatives. The first alternative of which they hoped to interest
the Borough Council but that has fallen by the wayside. This project is not dead there is still
full commitment from the County Council and Railways who would like to continue with the
negotiations. The key element is that the Town Council are fully backing this and this is about
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providing toilets, waiting rooms, railway office and having staffed facilities. It will give the Town
Council and Community groups the possibility of bidding to run those facilities. There is a grant
of up to £100,000 to provide for the work which will be necessary and the Council or a
community group or jointly can bid for that franchise, the railway would be interested in that
happening. The Council would be paid for providing those services. Also the Council would be
contributing to Amber Valley Borough Council by paying Council tax on wherever the facility is
built. There is still a lot of work to be done. Fully endorses Cllr Porter and Marketing, Economic
Development and Tourism Co-ordinator continues the relationship with both the County, the
Railway and any other stakeholders who are interested so that negotiations can be furthered.
RESOLVED To support an expression of interest and the Council will support Cllr Porter with
a Heads of Agreement to continue the discussions that Cllr Porter is already having on behalf
of the Council.
4614 FIELD LAND CAR PARK PROPOSAL AT AMBER VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL
Cllr Monkman reported that the Council have contacted Officers at Amber Valley Borough
Council to come and talk to the Council about it. With regard to the fact the Council know this
is Amber Valley land and it was never about stating what AVBC do with their own land. The
Council would like to start a dialogue due to anything that does happen on that car park will
have implications for the rest of the town. The outdoor team have told Cllr Monkman that when
AVBC put up their parking charges it will have implications for the Council’s car parks. If AVBC
bring in the diggers that would take spaces away so the Council would need to know when this
was going to happen for example if the Funfair was operating.
Cllr Dwyer stated that the proposals by AVBC for that land are preposterous due to Climate
Change to put a load of tarmac over ground at that cost. It will make all that area none
absorbent at the moment at least the bit where the bungalow was is absorbent. Cllr Porters
report showing where the facilities could be put on the old bungalow land which would then
raise revenue for AVBC and greet so many people into the Town it is just what we need.
RESOLVED Delegate to Facilities Committee and it will be looked at by the car park working
group.
4615 PRESS RELEASES
RESOLVED Cllr Porter East Midlands Railway paper to be published on the website and
involve Derby Telegraph. The report will need to be amended by Cllr Porter with the resolution
made at tonight’s meeting.
The Meeting closed at 9.00pm
Signed ………………………………………………..
Town Mayor
Date 8 December 2020
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