2021-2022 Belper Report

Quantitative Data: Attendance, which includes detached and outreach provision.
Belper Town Provision (Includes Whitemoor Park & Estate, Three Cornered Rec, King Street, Memorial Park, Skate Park and The
River Gardens)

Month 2021
September 2021
October 2021
November 2021
December 2021

Male

Female Overall

49
37
53
41

19
11
15
17

68
48
68
58

Belper Parks Provision (Belper Parks Estate)
Month 2021
Male Female Overall
23
43
September 2021 20
18
15
33
October 2021
15
18
33
November 2021
8
10
18
December 2021

Month 2022
January 2022
February 2022
March 2022
April 2022
May 2022
June 2022
July 2022
August 2022
September 2022

Male

Female Overall

39
43
67
42
59
76
53
28
41

18
17
28
21
16
28
33
21
39

Month 2022
January 2022
February 2022
March 2022
April 2022
May 2022
June 2022
July 2022
August 2022
September 2022

Male

Female Overall

16
9
30
34
58
32
29
46
25

21
22
51
41
47
43
35
41
29

57
60
95
63
75
104
86
49
80

37
31
81
75
105
75
60
87
54
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Quantitative/Qualitative Data: Structured Provision & Projects
Nature of Provision
C-Card sexual health
provision

Male
6

1-1 Mentoring support
(funded by Hope for
Belper)

Female
2

Total
8

4

4

Derbyshire Wildlife Trust
Sessions

6

8

14

Creative Arts – Fleet Arts
Sessions
Blend Holiday
Programmes

18

25

43

3

6

9

Belper Youth Sports
Festival

5

2

7

Blue Box – Building
proposals
(Parks Estate)

1

6

7

Blue Box – Welldressing
Session
(Parks Estate)

2

4

6

Outcomes Achieved (including Accreditation)

All Blend staff are C Card trained, this means
that young people can access free
contraception and sexual health advice. The
figures show the number of young people that
engaged with this service
Ongoing 1-1 mentoring support has been
made available to young people in Belper. This
has included 4 weeks meeting with a 17 year
old young woman who, through conflict at
home found herself homeless and staying at
her boyfriend’s house.
Session were run with a member of staff from
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust. The worker taught
young people about nature and local wildlife.
Circus skills, drum workshops, Belper moo art
workshop and the Jubilee crown
9 young people have engaged participated in
our Amber Valley holiday programmes
through 2021- 2022. They have been on trips
to our farm, Alton towers, roller skating,
Twycross zoo, to name a few.
7 young people from our provisions have
attended the Belper youth sports festival
during the school holidays.
Young people met with Tom (Blue Box) and
Richard (Architect) and had the opportunity to
ask them questions about the plans and to
give their thoughts on the current proposal.
Young people had the chance to help
complete a well dressing led by Elle from Blue
Box.

Programme Delivery & Outcomes/Impact
Themes/Issue Explored
Road Safety / Highway
Code

Assessment of Outcomes Achieved/Recorded
Several of the older young people have started to take driving lessons or get “peds”
conversations and activities were undertaken to ensure young people were aware of
road safety and the high way code. On several occasions there were “ped” and “pit
bikes” spotted on the park, this enabled workers to prompt pieces of work with young
people about the dangers.
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Community
Engagement

School issues

On numerous times members of the community have approached staff to find out what
they’re doing and how their young people can get involved. We have built a good
relationship with parents of young people who wave at us and come over to speak
often. As well as local residents who are out in the area at the same time as we are.
Conversations and activities were undertaken about peer issues at school and how to
address these. Activities undertaken with year 11 young people about exam stress and
pressures of succeeding in exams.

Relationships – Healthy
v Unhealthy

Young people have initiated lots of conversations about relationships and activities
have been undertaken to discuss the difference between healthy and unhealthy
relationships. Young people have built positive relationships with youth workers and
have been able to have open and honest conversations with regards to relationships.

Impact of Covid

Lots of conversations have been had with young people on how having covid has
impacted their lives, their families lives and their friends. Young people have opened up
on the anxieties they have experienced due to lockdowns starting and lifting.
The theme of conflict is one that has been an ongoing feature in our delivery, including
conflict with peers and conflict at home. Pieces of work that have been undertaken
have included positive ways to deal with conflict, and work around relationships and
friendships.
Young people have opened up to youth workers on how going to school affects their
mental health and how it makes them feel anxious. Young people have commented on
how much is has meant to them to be able to speak to blend youth workers about
these issues and how it has helped them.
As GCSE’s have approached youth workers have been able to offer practical tools to
help young people to deal with their anxiety and stress.
Blend staff called the fire brigade in November 2021 due to the waste bin being on fire
(Parks Estate). The fire brigade attended and put out the fire. This promoted good
conversations with young people about fire safety and about the role of the emergency
services.
On another occasion staff were made aware that young people had tried to start a fire
in a waste bin (Whitemoor Park). Young people ran away as staff approached. As the
bin was just smoking, staff were able to put it out before they reported the incident.
Blend staff have subsequently tried to work with the local Fire Service to promote fire
safety.

Conflict With Peers

Anxiety surrounding
school

Fire Safety

Mental Health

Online Citizenship

Young people engaged in different practical activities, such as making stress balls and
playing a game around emotional well-being. All of the activities aided discussion
around the subject and gave young people the opportunity to speak to staff about their
mental health. This lead to some young people sharing personal information and
seeking further support from staff. Young people have felt open to speak about eating
disorders and mental health diagnosis’.
Activities were undertaken around staying safe online and using social media, with
discussion around ways to use online platforms safely. Young people responded well to
the activities and shared their experiences online.
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Self Esteem & Identity

Substance Misuse

LGBTQ+

Conversations were had around identity and how others see young people. Young
people engaged well in these conversations but were hesitant to put down their
thoughts on paper.
Blend staff have provided various activities to engage young people in this topic, to
raise awareness and to start discussions. As well as this we have had a member of the
CGL team join us for 2 sessions within Belper
As well as undertaking pieces of work to explore this theme and promote equality.
Blend staff worked to support young people to attend Belper Pride. This involved
helping to reassure young people that it would be a safe event, liasing with parents and
speaking with them about any worries that they would have. By attending this event
the group of young people expressed how they felt accepted and part of the
community that they lived in.

Partnership working:
Details of partnership working and in what capacity:
Fleet Arts: Provided craft packs for young people to complete over Christmas and funded various workshops
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust: A run of 6 sessions in Belper funded by Derbyshire Wildlife trust took place, teaching
young people about the environment and wildlife where they live in Belper.
ASDA: Donated food items to Blend Youth Project which were distributed to young people in Belper
Belper High School: We liaise with the family support worker from the school, particularly regarding any
safeguarding relating to the young people we work with. A member of staff from ‘access’ within the school joined
us for a session to speak with staff and find out about what we do which was a very positive session.
Belper SNT: Members of the local safer neighbourhood team have joined us for our sessions in Belper. Building
relationships with young people and providing them with the opportunity to speak about local issues.
CGL: A drugs worker has joined us for sessions to promote awareness and support around substance misuse.
Belper Youth Sport Festival: Blend staff have worked alongside BYSF to provide pastoral support and behaviour
management and safeguarding for all the young people that attend the provision.
Derbyshire Fire & Rescue Service (Belper): A member of the local fire service has joined us to speak to young
people about fire safety.

Feedback from a local
resident:

A message sent via our social media platform
from a Belper resident following a session on
Whitemoor Park.
The team were approached and made aware of
a young man who was feeling unwell from
drinking too much alcohol. His friends were
unsure of how to help him. Emergency services
weren’t needed, but staff supported the group
in contacting the young man’s parents.
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Young People Stories:
Young
Person(s)
16 year old
young woman

14 year old
young woman

Group of
young men
aged 15-16
years of age
17 year old
young woman

Group of
young women
aged 14-16

Details of the change(s) observed & discussed by the team.
Has been attending Blend sessions since September 2020. During that time she has attended
session weekly and introduced friends to Blend. They have taken part in the wider provision
that Blend offers across Amber Valley, taking part in trips and school holiday programmes.
She did her GCSE’s in the summer of 2022, and sought support from Blend staff around stress
and anxiety.
Started attending Blend sessions since June 2022. Seemed initially hesitant to speak to Blend
youth workers but after a few minutes was happy to chat with staff. Attended sessions taking
part in the children’s centre on the Parks Estate and has since started to attend the Tuesday
sessions on the park, after initially saying that she would not usually go to the park. She has
additional health needs and has asked for support from Blend to access additional support in
school.
The group would meet staff weekly on the park after school. They have asked for support
around sexual health, exam stress, conflict with peers, education and careers.
This started as a core group of four young people, who then introduced their friends.
Conflict at home meant that she was asked to leave the family home, she temporarily moved
in with her boyfriend. Blend staff supported her in exploring ways to fix the rift at home and
making sure she was supported and safe. Staff also encouraged and supported her in making
appointments with her GP regarding ongoing medical issues.
The team worked with this group to facilitate them attending the 2022 Belper Pride event.
This was a very big mile stone for the group, who were worried about attending as they
thought they would be targeted or victims of hate crime. Staff also spoke to parents who had
similar fears. Young people attended the event with Blend staff and had such a good time.
They left feeling supported and part of the community they live in.
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Photos:

The team on Whitemoor Park

Left: Crown Sculpture young people helped to
make for the Jubilee, this was then displayed in
Belper town centre

Above: Session with Derbyshire wildlife trust, young people
making art with leaves and also making bird boxes.
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