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The presentation of the Belper Town Council Annual Awards 2021 took
place on Sunday 4th September in Belper River Gardens at the final
event of Larks in the Park 2022. The presentation had been delayed;
however, it was worth waiting for, and the Mayor of Belper, Councillor
Katie Harris, was delighted to honour the worthy recipients for their
outstanding service to the town, the community, and the environment.
The recipients were: Tilly Lightfoot (Youth Award); Peak Paddle (Award
for Environmental Action); Nick McLeod (Award for Service to the
Town); Jasper Ward (Community Award); Peter Robertson Davies MBE
(Lifetime Achievement Award); and Tom Street (Lifetime Achievement
Award). Each recipient was presented with a certificate and a framed
print depicting a stylised image of the East Mill looking through to St
Peter’s Church, viewed from Bridge Foot.
The competition for the 2021 Awards was strong and the same is likely
to be true of the nominations for the Belper Town Council Annual
Awards 2022 which open later this month. If you know of a person who
has made an outstanding personal contribution to Belper please don’t
hesitate to nominate them for an award in 2022. You can find the
nomination form of the Belper Town Council Website at:
https://www.belpertowncouncil.gov.uk/uploads/btc-awardsnomination-formdoc.pdf

Belper Zero Waste
The Belper Zero Waste group started from the Community
Conversation event organised by Transition Belper in September
2021, which consulted with local people on what is good about living
in Belper, and what needs to change.
This has resulted in several action groups working towards making
Belper a better place to live, the Zero Waste Group being one of them.
The group has been busy talking with local shops and businesses to
explain their vision; have run a successful launch event; and are
offering support to all local schools, businesses, and shops to enable
them to eliminate their waste as much as possible.
They are a friendly, committed, and energetic group, keen to work
with people in the town to help make Belper the most sustainable
town in Derbyshire. If you would like to join them, please contact:
Cllrmary.dwyer@belpertowncouncil.gov.uk

Accessibility Working Group
Belper Town Council is committed to improving the accessibility of its
services to people who have disabling conditions and has produced an
Accessibility Strategy to progress this objective. The strategy also
states that the Council will assist other organisations throughout the
town in enhancing the accessibility of their activities.
To achieve this, a designated fund of £5,000 has been established and
is available to eligible groups through the Council’s Small Grants
application process. If you are involved in providing services or
activities that could become more accessible with some financial
assistance, please contact:
cllrsimon.mallett@belpertowncouncil.gov.uk
or download a small grants application form at:
https://www.belpertowncouncil.gov.uk/council-grants.html

Youth Council
The Youth Council of Belper is here to make a real impact - and it has.
We have. Over the last year we’ve worked together for the
betterment of our town, and its wider population. Now, the summer
break has signalled the end of many youth councillors’ terms but, rest
assured, the train keeps on rolling and new talent is on its way. The
Youth Council has a solid structure, which despite being invisible to
most, ensures that we are a force for positive change and continuity.
This solid, new, rigid structure means the Youth Council can focus on
what really matters - representation. Hence, in doing so, it can be ever
effective in creating a better Belper. This is the end of my term also,
with new opportunities on the horizon. I would firstly like the thank
all of my co-councillors (both Youth and Town) for their support,
dedication, and willingness to help. It has been incredible. I would also
like to praise the true ‘glory’ of having a Town Youth Council. We are
one of few in this country yet bring so much positivity to the area:
opportunities for youth, change for better and representation to all. If
you are a youth reading this, see how you can get involved - make a
change. To the town, we thank you for enabling the creation of such.
I wish the Youth Council only the very best for the future. Thank you.
Olly Thompson, Youth Chair.

Reinstatement of Rail Service
East Midlands Railway (EMR) has announced that peak-hour through
services, Matlock - Nottingham – Matlock, will resume from Monday
12th December 2022. This announcement has been made by Will
Rogers, Managing Director of EMR.
Well done EMR for listening to passengers, particularly those who
depend upon the service to get to work and college. We were
promised a positive response at the meeting arranged by the Mayor
of Belper with EMR management in March at the Strutt Centre. Special
thanks to Laura Etheridge whose help made that meeting possible. We
wanted a full restoration of service but all present accepted that peak
hour trains should be a priority.
The advertised times can be found on the EMR website and, whilst we
still await details of departure times from intermediate stations, we
can extrapolate that they will be roughly the same as the existing
timetable.
https://www.eastmidlandsrailway.co.uk/

Larks in the Park – Errol Linton Blues
Belper Town Council showed that it can present first-rate musical
entertainment on the evening of Sunday 14th August. The Council
organised and funded the event from its Arts budget, which enabled
it to offer the community the chance to watch an act of this calibre,
free of charge.
There were long queues before the doors opened and the pews
downstairs were packed. St. Peter’s Church in Belper is a fabulous
venue and provided the perfect backdrop to the amazing musicianship
on display; Errol and his band have their own take on the genre,
‘playing a reggae-inflected electric blues’.
After the interval, the mood shifted and the politely seated Belper
audience gradually stood up and started dancing in the aisles. The
audience ranged from 8 to 80, and from the pews to the balcony,
individuals, couples, and small groups were clapping and jiving. An
incredibly positive response was received to the concert with several
locals saying it was, ‘the best event ever seen in Belper!’ and many
asking us to bring more concerts like this to the town.
The atmosphere was electric, and Errol and his band loved the concert
as much as the audience, describing it as, ‘an almost religious
experience!’

The Mayor’s Comments
Since being elected, a number of people have asked, "what's it like
being Mayor of Belper" and my answer has been, "It's great because
so many different things are happening in the town, and we need to
let people know what they are".
Over the summer we have had many events fundraising for refugees
and local charities. It has been fantastic to have the Food Festival back
to full strength and the expansion of the monthly markets to three
days, and the Pride Day. Larks in the Park has been on again through
the summer including a great night when St Peter's Church was full of
Errol Linton Blues Band fans.
All these events have been superbly organised or supported by our
town council staff and the gardens have looked fabulous.
Cllrkatie.harris@belpertowncouncil.gov.uk

Forthcoming Events
Event
Derbyshire Carers’ Association,
Strutt Centre, 1.30pm
Larks in the Park, 2 – 4pm
Belper River Gardens
Friday Flea Market, 10am
Market Square
Monthly Farmers Market, 9am
Market Square
Live Keyboard Music, 2pm,
The Congregational Church
Sunday Market, 10 – 4pm,
Market Square
Belper Musical Theatre,
Belper School
Belper Community Play Launch
The Strutt Centre, 1 to 3pm
Georgian Derbyshire,
Throughout the town
Litter Picking Event,
Meet Coppice Car Park 9.30am
Monthly Farmers Market, 9am
Market Square
Live Keyboard Music, 2pm,
The Congregational Church
Autumn Fun Fair,
Coppice Car Park
Christmas Lights Switch On,
5.45pm, Market Place
Belper Food Festival,
Town Centre Roads

Date
Thursday 2nd September
Sunday 4th September
Friday 9th September
Saturday 10th September
Saturday 10th September
Sunday 11th September
16th and 17th September
Saturday 17th September
Saturday 17th September
Saturday 25th September
Saturday 12th October
Saturday 12th October
27th to 29th October
Thursday 24th November
Sunday 4th December

TO SIGN UP FOR EMAIL ALERTS AND TO RECEIVE A COPY OF OUR
NEWSLETTERS DIRECT TO YOUR INBOX PLEASE SIGN UP HERE:
https://www.belpertowncouncil.gov.uk/newsletter.html

Thank you for reading
economy@belpertowncouncil.gov.uk

Belper Apple Day 2022
will be held on

Sunday October 16th,
from 1030am to 2.30pm

Belper Community Hall, Bridge Street
Apple Day is a national celebration of the apples – their variety, cultivation, and many uses. Building on the
success of last year’s event, we invite everyone to join us to celebrate and enjoy local apples growing in
Belper and Milford, and the East Midlands apple heritage. Activities will include:
•

Information, advice, and demonstrations on selecting, growing, and caring for your own trees.

•

Lots of apple-based food and drink. Bring your own recipes* and try other out other peoples.

•

Apple tasting and display of local varieties

•

Apple games for all the family

•

Opportunities to buy apple trees, cider, and other delights

Come and enjoy the day with us, learn all about all our local apples and what we can do with them, and
leave inspired.
Please contact the organisers if you plan to do this – chrisdring@outlook.com – or for any other information
about the event.

