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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF BELPER TOWN COUNCIL HELD AT THE COUNCIL 
OFFICES, ST JOHN’S CHAPEL, BELPER ON TUESDAY 11 APRIL 2017 
 

PRESENT: Councillor Spendlove (Town Mayor) – in the Chair 
Councillors: Arnold, D Booth, J Booth, Bull, Charlton, England, Hillier, Hurst, 

McCready, Miller, Nelson and Sutton. 
 
9 members of the public. 
 

  

3536  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Allison and Cllr Cluskey 
(work), and Cllr Smith (holiday). 

 

3537 
 

 

VARIATION OF ORDER OF BUSINESS 
RESOLVED: To consider Item 10 (Minutes and Recommendations of St 
Johns Working Party) in the Confidential Section of the Meeting 
 

 

3538 DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS INTERESTS 
Cllr D Booth declared a Personal Interest in Item 15a – the applicant was a 
friend – and proposed to leave the meeting when the matter was discussed. 
He also indicated that he would leave the meeting for Items 17 and 19 as a 
Borough Councillor he wished to avoid any allegations of pre determination 
or bias. 
Cllr J Booth proposed to leave the meeting for Items 17 and 19 as a Borough 
Councillor he wished to avoid any allegations of pre determination or bias. 
Cllrs Hillier and Bull proposed to leave the meeting for Items 14, 17 and 19 
as a Borough Councillor and Members of the Planning Board they wished to 
avoid any allegations of pre determination or bias. 
Cllr McCready declared a Personal Interest in Item 14 – the applicant was a 
friend – and proposed to leave the meeting when the matter was discussed. 
 

 

3539 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
RESOLVED: To discuss item 10 (St Johns Working Party Minutes and 
Recommendations) in Confidence as they concerned lease negotiations 
 

 

3540 
 
 
Public 
Participation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resolved – To suspend the Council’s Standing Orders 
 
 
County Councillor Stuart Bradford attended the meeting and asked the 
Council if there were any issues for him to take to County. 
 
The Council thanked the County Councillors who regularly attended the 
Council meetings to give up dates and take on any concerns. 
 
Roger Shelley – Joint Chairman of the Neighbour Plan Group presented to 
the Council on the progress so far. Hoping to put plan for Referendum in May 
next year. Steering Group has appointed a Consultant who has 
recommended that the Council and Group work closer together, that the 
minutes of the Group are provided to the Council and that the Plan is a 
standing item on the Council meeting agenda.  Key Developments – John 
Porter now Joint Chair with Roger Shelley. Built Environment section coming 
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3541 

on well. Aware needs to be complimentary to the Local Plan. Plan will state 
that Brownfield site should take precedent over Greenfield sites. The Housing 
Need could be satisfied by Brownfield sites alone. Identifying some Mixed 
Use Sites including the Mills complex. Need for an all ages policy – to 
provide smaller units for an aging population. Need for Small and Medium 
Business Units. Other work includes – footpaths and green spaces. 
Accessibility – cycling and disabled access. Access to information – website 
and other mediums.  
 
David Fisher – Treasurer of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group spoke 
about the Steering Groups constitution and requested that the Steering 
Group become a committee or sub-committee of the Council. 
 
Cllr Sutton (Chairman of the IT Committee) and the Clerk gave a 
presentation to the Meeting on the Council’s new website. 
 
Resolved – To reinstate the Council’s Standing Orders 
 

3542 MINUTES OF FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 14 MARCH 2017 
RESOLVED to agree as a true record the Minutes 3507-3535 of the Council 
Meeting held 14 March 2017. 
 

 

3543 DRAFT MINUTES OF THE IN BLOOM COMMITTEE 
RESOLVED To note the draft Minutes of the In Bloom Committee held on 21 
March 2017 

 

 

3544 DRAFT MINUTES OF THE FOOD FESTIVAL COMMITTEE 
RESOLVED To note the draft Minutes of Food Festival Committee held on 
23 March 2017  
 

 

3545 DRAFT MINUTES OF THE IT COMMITTEE 
RESOLVED To note the draft Minutes of IT Committee held on 23 March 
2017 and to approve the Recommendation as follows 

 To adopt the Internet and Social Media Policy 
 

 

   
3546 MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor reported the death of former Town Clerk, Kenneth Lescure and 
the Meeting RESOLVED To give a donation to Alzheimers Society.  
 
The Mayor reported that he had attended the following events: 

 17th March 2017 – Belper Jobs Fair 

 31st March 2017 – Mayors Charity Concert at St Swithuns 
Church 

 2 April 2017 – Curry Lunch at Kingsway Army Reserve 

 2 April 2017 – Matlock Civic Service 

 8 April 2017 – Mayors Walk about 

 8 April 2017 – Derwent Brass concert at Landau Forte 
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3547 REPORT OF THE CLERK 
The Clerk updated the Meeting as follows 

 The General correspondence received by the Council – Tantivy 
Coach run and a thank you from Accessible Belper for the Slow 
shopping initiative 

 Press releases – press releases over last month –Grants made 

 Actions arising from last meeting – the Clerk had contacted the 
Coop regarding changing the entrance to the public toilets, was 
awaiting signage for the toilets regarding reporting damage and 
had asked DALC for information regarding the effect charging 
has on use/damage to public toilets. Further the DerwentWise 
Grant application had been submitted. 

 The Council noted the DALC circular 

 The Belper Meadows footpath was due to be consulted on in 
the next month or so. County have the application. 

 The Police are keeping an eye on the drinking/begging and 
AVBC are considering a Borough wide PSPO. 

 During County Council election period – the Council will need to 
be mindful about the press releases – it cannot publish any 
material which, in whole or in part, appears to be designed to 
affect public support for a political party. 

 A request had been made to the Library to hold Dog Bags, 
Slenderella and Motorstop had offered.  

 The planning consent for the Memorial Gardens path widening 
and Sacrifice sculpture had been granted. One further quote 
required before appointment. Aiming to widen path during May 
/June. 

 A Clerk was working closely with Rotary Club on the 
Defibrillator project. Rotary Club, Clerk, Duffield Parish Clerk 
and provider to meet in May to discuss further. 

 Confirmed arrangements for Chelsea’s Choice production at 
Belper School. 

 DVMHS had successfully received the Grant from the Great 
Places scheme.  

 Following on from assistance provided by Cllr J Booth – the 
Council staff had trialed a new mower and two mowers had 
been ordered. 

 

 FINANCE 
3548 RESOLVED 

 To note the 31 March 2017 bank reconciliation figures.  

 To note and agree the income of £1825.90 and the expenditure of 
      £24452.98 as at 4 April 2017.  

 To note the Council’s monthly bank statements.  
  

 Cllr McCready, Cllr Hillier and Cllr Bull left the Meeting. 
3549 PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

The Council considered the applications and decisions circulated and tabled 
(15 March 2017 to 11 April 2017) and  
RESOLVED 

 To make no representations in relation to the applications except for 
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AVA/2017/0322 and AVA/2017/0374 

 AVA/2017/0322 – 185 houses between Crich Lane and Far Laund 
Cllr J Booth informed the Meeting that he had Called In the application.  
RESOLVED: To object to the application and to delegate to the Planning 
Coordinators to draft the objection – to be based on infrastructure and 
developments in the Green Belt 

 AVA/2017/0374 – 136 houses on Derwentside Industrial Park 
Cllr J Booth again confirmed that this application had been Called In. 
RESOLVED: To object to the application on the basis that it should be a 
mixed use development rather than purely residential. Delegated to the 
Planning Coordinators to settle the objection and submit to the Planning 
Authority 

 To note the planning application decisions. 

 To note Planning coordinators’/Clerk’s comments on Applications 
AVA/2017/2017/0009. 

  
Cllrs McCready, Hillier and Bull returned to the Meeting 
Cllr D Booth left the Meeting 
 

 GRANT APPLICATIONS 
3550 Derbyshire Children’s Holiday Centre– Application no 409 – Amount 

requested – whatever the Council thinks appropriate 
The Meeting noted that this was a recurrent request and therefore 
RESOLVED defer consideration of the application and request any further 
information necessary to consider the Charity for an Annual Grant 
Agreement. The application to be considered by the Finance, Governance 
and Staff Working Party.  
 
Cllr D Booth returned to the Meeting 

3551 COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
The Council received the following verbal reports from Councillors on 
Outside bodies 

 Cllr Sutton had attended a Tea Rooms meeting – the Group was 
currently negotiating Heads of terms for a Lease with AVBC. 

 Cllr Hurst informed the Council that the Drop Inn was working on the 
Skate Park 

 Cllr Arnold reported that the North Mills consultant’s report was now a 
public document 

 Cllr Hillier reported that as the Council’s representative on Fleet Arts 
he had dealt with a noise nuisance complaint that had been resolved. 
 

 Cllrs D and J Booth, Bull and Hillier left the meeting 
3552 CONSULTATIONS 

 AVBC Draft Local Plan 
The meeting discussed the Draft Local Plan and was concerned that the 
Town’s infrastructure could not support the development proposed. The 
meeting was especially concerned regarding the 2 residential sites 
proposed.  
RESOLVED: To delegate to the Planning Coordinators to draft the Town 
Council’s response – the response to focus on the infrastructure concern 
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and the two residential sites proposed. The response to be circulated to all 
members for comment before submission. 
 
Cllrs D Booth, J Booth, Hillier and Bull returned to the Meeting. 

3553 MARKET PLACE CONSENT 
The Meeting considered request to park a lorry on the Market Place as part 
of the Transition Café. 
RESOLVED: To approve the request to park a lorry on the Market Place on 
Saturday 22 April 2017 as part of the Transition Café for cyclist awareness 
 

 Cllrs D Booth, J Booth, Hillier and Bull left the Meeting. 

3554 BELPER NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
The Meeting considered the information provided by Roger Shelley and 
David Fisher and advice from the Town Clerk and  
 RESOLVED 

 The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group minutes and accounts to be 
copied to the Town Council for consideration at each Full Council 
meeting 

 Neighbourhood Plan be a standing item on the Full Council Agenda 
with a monthly report from the Steering Group Chair (verbal or 
written) 

 The Town Council representatives on the Steering Group take a more 
active role on the Steering Group and bring issues back for the Town 
Council to discuss 

 The Steering Group provide clarification or further advice as to the 
assertion that the Plan can provide that Brownfield sites take 
precedent over Greenfield sites 

 
 Cllrs D Booth, J Booth, Hillier and Bull returned to the Meeting 

 
3555 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

RESOLVED  

 The Annual Parish Meeting to be held at 7pm on Tuesday 9 May 
2017 

 The Annual Council Meeting to be held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 9 May 
2017 

 
3556 RESOLVED 

In view of the confidential nature of the following item  - relating to lease 
negotiations - to exclude the Press and Public from the meeting in 
accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s1, in 
order to discuss the item 

3557 ST JOHNS CHAPEL WORKING PARTY 
The Meeting considered the draft Minutes of the working party and the Draft 
Heads of Terms 
RESOLVED 

 To receive and note the draft Minutes of the St Johns Working Party 
held on 27 March 2017 
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 To approve the Heads of Terms for the Lease of the Car Park as 
amended at the Full Council Meeting 

 To delegate to the Clerk to make a planning application for the 
resurfacing of the car park and installation of bollard/barrier /gate, 
including if necessary to appoint an architect to draw up plans 

 To delegate to the Clerk to obtain quotations/tenders for the 
resurfacing and bollard/gate 

 To delegate to the  Clerk to make a Listed Building Planning 
Application to provide disabled access to the Chapel including if 
necessary to appoint an architect to draw up plans 

 To delegate to the Clerk to obtain quotations for the ramp to the 
Chapel and to obtain quotations for the provision and installation of  
the Green path 

 
  

 
The Meeting closed at 9.25pm 
 
Signed ……………………………………………….. 
 Cllr Peter Hurst  
Date       13 June 2017 


