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MINUTES OF THE ZOOM VIRTUAL FULL COUNCIL MEETING OF BELPER TOWN 
COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 13 April 2021 

 
 

PRESENT Councillor Monkman (Town Mayor)  
Councillors: Dwyer, Watson, Oldfield, Mallett, Angharad, Porter and Harris  
 
10 members of the public.  
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Town Mayor read two statements at the start of the meeting as follows: 
 

Belper Town Council acknowledges, with sadness, the death of His Royal Highness Prince Philip. 
The Country has lost a dedicated and long serving Public Servant. The Queen, and Royal Family, 
have lost a much-loved Husband, Father, Grandfather and Great Grandfather. 
We wish to express our sincere condolences to the Royal Family at this saddest of times. 
We urge members of the public to pay tribute through the online book of remembrance and make 
donations to his charities in lieu of flowers as per the requests of the Royal Family. 
 
I am aware that there is understandable widespread public concern and some anger over Facebook 
posts published by a Labour Councillor about the recent death of His Royal Highness, Prince Philip 
the Duke of Edinburgh. Some of you will have come to the meeting tonight to raise this matter. 
I want to say at the outset, so that there can be no misunderstanding whatsoever, that these items on 
Facebook were, and are, entirely the responsibility of the Councillor concerned, acting in a personal 
capacity and not in any way representative of the Labour Party or endorsed by it locally or at any 
level.  Neither have the items been (nor would they be) endorsed by the Labour Group on this Town 
Council. The action taken has, in fact, contravened precise official instructions from the Leader of the 
Labour Party, Keir Starmer, issued to all Labour Party members nationwide that Labour Party 
members should comment respectfully on the death of Prince Philip. Members of the public wishing 
to complain should therefore address themselves directory to the Councillor concerned. The Labour 
Party will certainly investigate, and take its own proportionate action. This is not business for the Town 
Council or this meeting and therefore the matter is now closed. 
 
4733 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Cllr Atkinson – apologies received 
Cllr B Bellamy – apologies received 
Cllr R Bellamy – apologies received 
Cllr Wilkinson – apologies received 
Cllr L Ploughman – no apologies received 
Cllr N Ploughman – no apologies received 

 
4734 VARIATION OF ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Item 20 and 19 will be taken after item 13.  
 
4735 DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS INTERESTS 

Cllr Angharad as a Planning Board Member for AVBC proposed to leave the 
meeting for Item 10 to avoid predetermination/bias allegations. 

 
4736 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

Agenda item 22 and 23 – Staff Matters 
 

4737 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

• Member of the public came to talk about Wyver Lane, Derwent Valley Trust are under the 
impression that the residents at Wyver Lane have agreed to the use of the lane as a 
cycleway. This is not the case, residents are completely opposed to the idea given it is 
unsafe due to the width and layout of the lane including LGV’s and vans going to the 
commune at the end of the lane. The adoption of a cycleway will only increase the 
amount of traffic and therefore the risk of an accident. The lane has a wide variety of other 
users like pedestrians taking their exercise including some elderly and infirm people, dog 
walkers, walking groups, cars attending the fishing club. It is being promoted as a safe 
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walking route which appears to be in conflict with putting its use as a cycleway. The lane 
for most of its length has no pavements so the safety of pedestrians is a further concern. 
In part the visibility on the lane is not good and cycles approaching at any speed run the 
risk of an accident to pedestrians, animals or vehicle traffic. Since residents with gardens 
have them on the opposite side of the lane has to cross it to gain access which required 
great care because of reduced visibility arising from residents parking and would become 
more hazardous with increased traffic. There are residents on the lane with young 
children hence would increase the risk due to increase in traffic. While cycling clubs may 
oblige their members under conduct required for using the lane not all cyclists are 
members of a club and not all will be insured and not all will comply with the instructions. 
The advent of lockdown has seen a significant increase in the use of the lane by both 
motorists and pedestrians for leisure purposes. This has raised awareness of the lane so 
it is unlikely that its use would decline. There is likely to be conflict between pedestrians in 
particular and cyclists given the nature of some of the users of the lane. The member of 
the public’s wife was recently pushed off the pavement so a pedestrian could get past her 
while she was cleaning her car. The speed at which some vehicles proceed down the 
lane will endanger the cyclists in addition to what the speed already causes. Walkers and 
cyclists have taken to driving to the lane, parking their vehicles making residents parking 
more difficult than what it is already. They have already had an instance where an 
ambulance could not reach a property because of a poorly parked vehicle. It is only a 
matter of time before this happens again or the fire service encounters the same problem. 
To conclude they do feel that if the cycleway goes ahead the Council needs to put steps 
in place to reduce the danger along the lane. These steps could include the lowering of 
speed limits to 10mph, restricting vehicular access and all parking to residents, members 
of the fishing club and others with a legitimate business on the lane. Perhaps a parking 
permit system with appropriate signage. The resident understands that the Council has 
set aside money for signage and may have already agreed its content with the Trust. The 
resident has asked the Council for the mechanism to appeal against any decisions to turn 
Wyver Lane into a cycleway.  

 

• Cllr Porter spoke as a Borough Councillor/Deputy Town Mayor would like to endorse the 
Mayor’s comments at the start of the meeting, they are fully in support we have lost our 
consort of the head of state. This has to be marked in a positive manner and recognised. 
Cllr Porter states that many people that Councillors represent are touched by his passing 
and Councillors represent them through this Council and ourselves.  

 

• A member of the public on behalf of the Belper and Duffield conservative party said can 
they thank the Mayor and Belper Town Council for the respect shown tonight following the 
death of His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh. They appreciate the Mayor’s 
statement in respect of the comment made during this week by one of the Town 
Councillors. However they do feel this is a Belper Town Council issue, the Mayor has 
made apologies on behalf of the Labour Party but his Royal Highness the Duke of 
Edinburgh is laying at rest in Windsor Castle pending his funeral on Saturday and the 
Countries official period of mourning. Does the Mayor of Belper Town Council support the 
views of one of the Belper Town Council Councillors that the late Duke was a bigot, 
misogamist and racially prejudice? Whilst they would defend anyone to have the right of 
an opinion and to be able to express it, is it appropriate that these comments were made 
so soon after his death and what action is the Mayor prepared to take on them bearing in 
mind the Nolan principles?   
Town Mayor will respond to the residents questions directly after the meeting.  
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4738 MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING 
RESOLVED approved as a true record Minutes 4707 - 4732 of the Full Council Meeting held 
on 9 March 2021.   

 
4739 MINUTES OF THE ARTS, EVENTS AND HERITAGE COMMITTEE MEETING 

RESOLVED Noted minutes for the meeting held on 2 March 2021.  
 

4740 MINUTES OF THE HERBERT STRUTT CHARITY COMMITTEE MEETING  
RESOLVED Noted minutes for the meeting held on 23 March 2021.  
 

4741 MINUTES OF THE YOUTH COMMITTEE MEETING  
RESOLVED Noted minutes for the meeting held on 23 March 2021.   

 
4742 MINUTES OF THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN WORKING GROUP MEETING  

Cllr Harris stated this was the final meeting where the minutes will be presented in this form. 
Cllr Harris would like to give their sincere thanks to the Neighbourhood Plan working group 
where many of them have remained on the group for a very long and weary journey to get to 
the point on May 6 where there will be a referendum and have a vote on the final outcome of 
the report and Cllr Harris is grateful to everyone that has been involved with this.  
RESOLVED Noted minutes for the meeting held on 4 March 2021 and 25 March 2021.   

 
4743 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

As a beacon of hope Belper Town Council would love to see everyone plant a sunflower in 
their front garden or in pots if you do not have a garden. The Council would like to see the 
whole of the Borough brought to life in colour, all four Town Councils will be taking part so 
please all get involved and share your creations with the Town Council. Let’s see who can 
nurture the biggest sunflower. Belper Town Council will be planting some around the town so 
look out for them soon.  
The Mayor wanted to take a few minutes to acknowledge what has been a very difficult year 
as everyone can see further down the agenda the Council will be moving back to face to face 
meetings it does feel like this period is over but the Mayor does not want to speak too soon. 
The Mayor thanked the Council staff who have gone the extra mile time and again to make 
sure that everything continues and that the Council provides a service like the toilets etc which 
have been cleaned, maintained and repaired when they were damaged. The Council has 
functioned and this is down to the members of staff.  
 

4744  FINANCE REPORT 
a) Payments list for March 2021 figures reference to Appendix 1 
RESOLVED Approved 
 
b) Bank summary reconciled up to 31 March 2021 reference to Appendix 2 
RESOLVED Noted 
 
c) Income and expenditure summary to 31 March 2021 reference to Appendix 3 
RESOLVED Noted 
 
d) Net position to 31 March 2021 reference to Appendix 4 
RESOLVED Noted 

 
*Cllr Angharad was removed from the meeting into the waiting room* 
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4745 PLANNING MATTERS 
The Council considered the applications and decisions circulated. 
 
a) Planning applications and appeals 
Belper Central planning applications 
Cllr Harris stated there are three changes of use for shops in King Street and the Council 
have noted all of them. To raise with Amber Valley Borough Council (AVBC) at a future date 
is the issue of the rubbish collection for the site at the top of King Street which has been 
raised by an objector and is a legitimate one. The Council note a change of use for that site 
which is AVA/2021/0226 which is a change of use to a bar which was the old book shop. The 
Council would like to have a debate with the planning authority at AVBC at some stage about 
how many bars can Belper support.  
Cllr Dwyer spoke about AVA/2021/0162 what sort of lighting it will be.  
RESOLVED No comments made on applications apart from Clerk to clarify with AVBC what 
sort of lighting AVA/2021/0162 intend to install and feedback to Councillors.  
 
Belper East planning applications 
AVA/2021/0194 has been duplicated from last months agenda.  
TRE/2021/0942 tree in the application is at least 4m away from the house. The tree also 
have a good covering of buds on most of it. 
Planning notices to enable neighbours and people living close by to see what the plans are. 
Cllr Mallett has noticed that are a few planning applications that AVBC have not put up a 
planning notice.   
RESOLVED Clerk to send in comments made in relation to planning application 
TRE/2021/0942. Clerk also to write to AVBC for the dates required for notices to be displayed 
Clerk will circulate feedback to Councillors.   
 
Belper North planning applications 
Cllr R Bellamy who has stepped down as planning co-ordinator had sent the Clerk the following 
comments in relation to Belper North planning application.  
AVA/2021/0275 requires a response to state that the Council do not support removal of the 
wall due to the location within a World Heritage Site (WHS) buffer zone. 
AVA/2021/0008 should be highlighted as likely to have response from the Conservation 
Officer/Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site, but no BTC objection.  
Cllr Mallett spoke about planning application AVA/2021/0275 this was an issue that came up 
last month, the Council should not accept this without further information surely there must be 
some building modifications going on in the WHS Buffer zone.   
RESOLVED Cllr Monkman given delegated power to look at the planning application and 
report back to the Town Clerk regarding whether the Council send in this comment.  
 
Belper South planning applications 
Cllr Porter spoke about the Milford Mills development, the developer is trying to comply with 
the extension they were given due to COVID for 1 year. There was a public meeting which the 
Town Clerk facilitated for this development with residents and the developer.  There is a 
planning application for Chevin Road for a building of a home which is being opposed by a 
Heritage report. This planning application has now been withdrawn and will be resubmitted.  
RESOLVED To make no comments on applications listed. Clerk to contact the Milford Mills 
developer Chevin Homes and establish if any further developments have been made.  
 
b) Planning application decisions 
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RESOLVED Noted 
 
c) Department for Transport – NATTRAN/EM/S247/4599 Consultation 29 April 2021 
Cllr Harris stated this is the extension of a prior planning application for change of use and an 
improvement on the building on the corner of Church Street and High Street. The original 
planning application was granted to allow the Belper Ale House to have some outside seating. 
This is the reversal of the footpath to allow a certain amount of the space that was previously 
agreed to be used as outside seating.  
RESOLVED No comments made on the consultation. 

 
d) Draft response for planning application AVA/2021/0106 
1. The application is a new submission after the previous plan offered by Countryside 
Properties has been expanded due to the withdrawal of the extra care centre proposal. The 
site is nominated under NPP18 in the final version of the Neighbourhood Plan [NP] which will 
be going to referendum on May 6 2021. 
2. The application meets some but not all of the policies of the Neighbourhood Plan. The 
application meets the community aspiration to see brown field sites developed in the Town. 
3. It offers affordable housing with smaller bedded homes referenced in NPP11, and we 
welcome the inclusion of homes to rent. However, the housing mix does not reflect the need 
for a significant number of homes which would suit older people or those with additional 
needs. It seems to offer only three bungalows. Given that this is one of the few level access 
areas of land in the town this is disappointing and a missed opportunity. 
4. The housing density [54 dph] is appropriate to an urbanised setting and well reflects other 
parts of the Town. It meets the viability assessment evidenced in the NP in NPP18. 
5. The new design appears to meet the approval of heritage assessments and thereby 
meeting the NPP9 requirements to protect the WHS integrity. 
6. The documents show little appreciation of how the whole scheme integrates into the total 
Townscape. It seems to appear in isolation and with no modelling of how the site will be seen 
from different parts of the landscape setting. 
7. It is not clear from the documents how much consideration there has been about the 
increase in hard ground cover and what SUDS elements are included as outlined in NPP2. 
As the development is on the edge of a significant flood plain there needs to be reassurance 
that the site will not contribute to increased flooding. The issue of the historic culvert appears 
to have been lost. 
8. There is acknowledgement of NPP14 policy looking to maximise the pedestrian and /or 
cycleway access in the town but the solution is undeliverable. It seems to propose pedestrian 
access through Chevin View and Meadow Court through routes that are either over private 
land [ with no consultation with the owners] or unadopted roads. This is not a solution. 
which can be supported by the Town Council. The pedestrian access needed is through the 
N/S route, particularly to remove pedestrians from having to use the very narrow pavements 
of the A6. As the primary school places designation is to use Long Row school there is 
clearly a new health and safety risk here. 
9. The most disappointing aspect of this application is the total absence in the documents 
available of any attempt to mitigate climate change damage. In NPP13 and NPP14 there is 
strong emphasis on achieving this in all new developments. Sadly this application makes no 
attempt to consider district heating systems, wind or solar energy sources , ground and air 
source heat pumps , nor even electric car charging points. 
10.For reasons 3,6.7, 8 and 9. The town council cannot support this application. 
RESOLVED Approved comments to be made on planning application AVA/2021/0106 as 
outlined above. 
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e) Neighbourhood Plan update 
Cllr Harris stated the group are working on getting the publicity out, so residents know that 
there is a vote on the referendum on 6 May. 
RESOLVED Noted 

 
*Cllr Angharad returned to the Meeting* 

 
4746 GRANT APPLICATIONS 

a) Underspend in general grants budget for 2020/21 £4,855.32 
RESOLVED Noted  
 
b) Milford Community Green Space - £5,116 
RESOLVED Refused this application in view of the second application submitted.  
 
c) Milford Community Green Space - £2,222 
RESOLVED Approved the grant application 

 
4747 OUTSIDE BODIES AND CHAIRS OF COMMITTEES 

• Cllr Dwyer spoke about the Blue Box they held a meeting 10 days ago, as always they 
are working hard in the community and to attract grants so they can achieve the building 
Blue Box. The Blue Box have an issue as they have won a grant from Derbyshire County 
Council (DCC) to provide Blend within the Parks Estate. The money the Town Council put 
in at the moment doesn’t cover the Parks Estate. The money will run out at the end of 
August beginning of September so this needs to be discussed at the next Youth 
Committee meeting. The Council will have to look at providing Blends services in this 
area.  

• Cllr Oldfield spoke as Chair of Arts, Events and Heritage Committee. There are a few key 
points from this Committee. Cllr Oldfield was going to update the Council at the last Full 
Council meeting, but the meeting ran out of time. Larks in the Parks events for June have 
now been cancelled in line with COVID restrictions however the ones scheduled for July 
and August are still pencilled to go ahead pending approval from AVBC to use the River 
Gardens if this approval is not given the Committee will look to use the Memorial Gardens 
dependant on the situation at the time. The Summer Food Festival which was originally 
scheduled for 4 July has now been moved to 26 September. The Committee received a 
report regarding the developments on the heritage side, one specific item which struck 
Cllr Oldfield was the proposed development for discovery trails around Belper.  

• Cllr Monkman as Chair of Facilities, Environment and Local Economy Committee spoke 
about the next meeting scheduled for 27 April, packed agenda, there will be updates on 
the Orchard, ideas for allotments and lots more.  

RESOLVED Noted 
 

4748 AVBC- NOTICE OF ELECTIONS BELPER EAST AND SOUTH 
RESOLVED Noted 

 
4749 AVBC EMPLOYMENT LAND REVIEW 2021   

RESOLVED Noted 
 
4750 VIRTUAL MEETINGS ENDING 7 MAY 2021 

a) Luke Hall MP correspondence on Local Authority Meetings 
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RESOLVED Noted and Clerk to write to the Government regarding the concerns over face to 
face meetings to include that Zoom meetings enable more public to attend meetings and a 
greater attendance has been achieved at Council meetings since being able to use a virtual 
format.  
 
b) Amendments to Standing Orders 
RESOLVED To adopt Standing Orders after the Annual Parish Meeting on 4 May 2021 
 
c) Delegate power to the Town Mayor and Clerk to find a building for future Council 

meetings whilst Government Guidelines and capacity rules exist. 
RESOLVED Approved 
 
d) Annual Parish Meeting date to be held on 4 May 2021 
RESOLVED Approved 
 
e) Annual Council meeting date to be held on 18 May 2021 
RESOLVED Approved 
 
f) Renew Zoom licence at a cost of £59.95 expires 21 April 2021 
RESOLVED Approved 
 
g) Finance, Governance and Staff Committee look at Councillors current IT facility and 

report back with recommendations. (NB If any Councillor does not use their tablet can 
they be returned to the Council office for re-allocation) 

RESOLVED Approved 
 

4751 EAST MIDLANDS IN BLOOM 2021 
a) Establish a working group 

RESOLVED Approved establishment of a working group to include Cllr Porter, Dwyer, 
Assistant Clerk, Town Clerk, outdoor team and community members.  
 
b) Delegate plants budget to Town Clerk and Assistant Town Clerk 
RESOLVED Approved 
 

4752 VAILLANT SPONSOR – DERBY RAM TRAIL 
Vaillant are sponsors of the Derby Rams Trail which is taking place in Derby City centre from 
May to August. The trail is a flock of 30 sculptured rams dotted across the city centre and 
makes for an exciting day out for family and friends. The trail is done via an app. Vaillant have 
their own ram and they would like to take the ram on tour between 14-21 May, they would like 
permission for the ram to be situated in the Memorial Gardens for 2-3 days during this period.  
RESOLVED Approved 
 

4753 BELPER CHILDRENS SUMMER SPORTS CAMP 
a) Supporting the holding of a Summer Sports Camp for Belper children during the month of 

August 2021. (subject to the relevant COVID restrictions being eased).  
RESOLVED Approved   
 
b) To approve the underspend from the Youth Committee budget be allocated as a funding 

contribution towards the overall cost of the event 
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RESOLVED Clerk noted error on agenda should be Mayor’s Allowance budget not Youth 
Committee budget. Remaining mayor’s allowance used to start fundraising for the project. 
 

4754 TOWN WIDE MEMORIAL EVENT – 18 JULY AT 3PM 
An invitation has been sent for the Town Mayor to attend but Councillors would like to open 
this invitation up to all Town Councillors if they wanted to attend.  
RESOLVED Delegate to East Midlands in Bloom working group for planting arrangements.  
 

4755 PURCHASE OF FRUIT TREES FOR LATE AUTUMN/SPRING 2021/22 
RESOLVED Approved £255.00 for fruit trees to be purchased through the Permaculture 
Group.  Finance, Governance and Staff Committee to look at under and overspends for 
financial year 2020/21 and find an underspend to cover this amount.  
 

4756 EQUALITY, DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION TRAINING 
a) Council staff to attend Equality and Diversity Training 
Cllr Mallett stated the Town Clerk has been conducting staff appraisals and within those 
appraisals the Equality, Diversity and Inclusion training was not raised by any members of staff 
as being a training need. All items discussed during the appraisals have been budgeted for 
this year (2021/22). There have been no complaints about staff members in relation to not 
having a full understanding of Equality and Diversity.  
RESOLVED Rejected the proposal 
 
b) Councillor unconscious bias, anti-racism and transgender awareness training 
Cllr Mallett stated the Town Council did set aside some money on a similar area of work and 
as one of the Councillors that did attend the training it was not considered to be a successful 
event and the main reason for this was Cllr Wilkinson saw fit to before the end of the training 
to use Facebook to insult some of the other Councillors that attended.  
Cllr Monkman stated this is not a good use of public money when the Councillors have 
already attended training for this particular issue. All Councillors are volunteers and training 
cannot be thrust on volunteers. Cllr Monkman is aware that people do want to attend training  
but this should never be thrust upon people. Training should be voluntary.  
RESOLVED Rejected the proposal 
 
c) Youth Council and Council staff are given access to Equality, Diversity and Inclusion 

training paid for by the Town Council 
Cllr Dwyer stated the Youth Councillors haven’t been asked if they would like to attend this 
training.  
Cllr Mallett stated one of the key items is that the Youth Council set their own agenda.  
The Council are just facilitators, and the Council should not impose training on the members. 
Cllr Harris stated that the Youth Councillors have to request this and the Council could not 
action this without the authority of their parents also agreeing and supporting this.   
RESOLVED Rejected the proposal 
  

4757 RECOMMENDATIONS MADE BY THE FINANCE, GOVERNANCE AND STAFF 
COMMITTEE 

a) Disciplinary and Grievance Procedure 

RESOLVED Approved 
 
b) Events Policy 
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Town Clerk checked that the amendments made are acceptable with the Councils insurance 
provider.  
RESOLVED Approved 
 
c) Grant Application Policy 
RESOLVED Defer this policy back to the Finance, Governance and Staff Committee to make 
some additional amendments.  
 
d) Protocol on recording and filing Council meetings 
RESOLVED Approved  
 

4758 RE-OPENING OF ST JOHNS CHAPEL 
Town Clerk reported to the Council that they would like to discuss this matter with all office 
staff due to recruiting a new Responsible Financial Officer and would like to gain their input 
before making any recommendations to Council.  
RESOLVED Approved delegation to the Town Clerk and Assistant Town Clerk to discuss this 
matter with staff and come back with recommendations at a later date.  
 

4759 PRESS RELEASES 
RESOLVED Town Mayor’s statement at the start of the meeting to be reported on the Town 
Council website.  
 

That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, a resolution to 
exclude the Press and Public from the meeting in accordance with the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s1, in order to discuss these items has been resolved. 
 
4760 MARKETING, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TOURISM CO-ORDINATOR 

PROBATIONARY PERIOD  
RESOLVED Approved the appointment of the Marketing, Economic and Tourism Co-
ordinator position after the probationary period has ended.    

 
4761 APPOINTMENT OF A RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER  

RESOLVED Approved the recommended candidate for the position of Responsible Financial 
Officer and salary within the papers circulated. The candidate to start as soon as possible and 
start the handover process with the currently employed Responsible Financial Officer. Council 
agreed an extended handover period would be necessary due to the current year end work 
started by the current Responsible Financial Officer. Town Clerk delegated a home setup 
budget for the new Responsible Financial Officer.  
 

 
 
The Meeting closed at 8.30pm  
 
Signed ……………………………………………….. 
 Town Mayor  Date  18 May 2021 
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