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MINUTES OF THE ZOOM VIRTUAL FULL COUNCIL MEETING OF BELPER TOWN 
COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 13 OCTOBER 2020 

 
 

PRESENT Councillor Monkman (Town Mayor)  
Councillors: Dwyer, Harris, Watson, L Ploughman, Atkinson, Oldfield, R Bellamy, Mallett, Angharad, 
Porter and Hale.  
 
5 members of the public.  
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4537 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Cllr B Bellamy – Illness 
Cllr N Ploughman – Unison Meeting 
Cllr Wilkinson – No reason given 
 

4538 VARIATION OF ORDER OF BUSINESS 
Agenda Item 24 – Field Lane car park proposal moved to the last item on the agenda 

 
4539 DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS INTERESTS 

Advice had been given by the Amber Valley Borough Monitoring Officer regarding Item 24. 
Cllr Angharad and Cllr Atkinson as Planning Board Member for AVBC proposed to leave the 
meeting for Item 10 to avoid predetermination/bias allegations. 
Cllr R Bellamy – declared an interest due to spouse being a Borough Councillor but proposed 
to remain in the meeting for Item 24. 
Cllr Oldfield, Porter and Angharad declared an interest as Borough Councillors but proposed 
to remain in the meeting for Item 24 but stated this would not be a predetermined decision as 
the decision would be based solely on the information available at the Full Council meeting.  
Cllr Harris, Porter and Dwyer declared an interest as Neighbourhood Plan Members but 
proposed to remain in the meeting for Item 24. 
Cllr Monkman and Atkinson as Cabinet Members of AVBC proposed to leave the meeting for 
Item 24.  
 

4540 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
None 
 

4541 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

• A member of the public spoke on behalf of the Community regarding Item 24. They are 
disappointed that this situation has arisen without consultation with the public or the Town 
Council. It is felt that there are more important issues than a car park at the moment. The 
Community will not accept the proposal by AVBC and they will fight it as it is 
unacceptable. It is hoped that Borough Councillors support them as they are elected to 
support the town. 

• A member of the Community Play proposal spoke about Item 16 Community Play in 
Belper. A proposal had been submitted to the Council regarding a size specific 
Community Play for Autumn 2022. The member from the Community Play proposal asked 
if the Council would support this in principle as they are trying to obtain stage 1 R&D 
funding.   

• Cllr Atkinson as a Borough Councillor spoke about the three cornered rec at Laund Nook  
project. A link will be shared with the Clerk to circulate to all members which gives details 
on the contract. The Borough have received many applications for playground installers 
they are all focused on inclusive and wild open play. Contract end date is 1 March 2021. 
Cllr Atkinson spoke about the skate park, Cllr Atkinson and Wilkinson met Extreme 
Wheels and the skaters who use the skate park currently to look at the poor state of 
maintenance. Both Councillors are hopeful that a new skate park could be provided in the 
future but in the meantime the one Belper has needs to be safely maintained and usable 
without risks. This has been discussed with a Borough Officer regarding improvements 
which are going to be made, this includes new surfaces to the tarmac, painting the ramps, 
lights are being repaired and a new grind rail installed.  
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• Cllr Angharad as a Borough Councillor spoke about the Community Orchard in Belper 
South. The progress so far is that Cllr Monkman, the Bee man and some local residents 
visited the site last week to discuss the business of setting up a Friends of the Community 
Orchard group. Town Clerk and Cllr Monkman to meet with AVBC to discuss how the site 
will be maintained in the future.   
 

4542 MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING 
RESOLVED approved as a true record Minutes 4499 - 4536 of the Full Council Meeting held 
on 8 September 2020. It was stated but not agreed that Cllr R Bellamy was removed from the 
meeting prior to the Confidential item and was not allowed to re-enter the meeting until 5 
minutes had passed.  
 

4543 MINUTES OF THE FACILITIES, ENVIRONMENT AND LOCAL ECONOMY COMMITTEE 
RESOLVED Noted held on 22 September 2020 
Cllr Angharad would like to hold a car park working group meeting to discuss terms of reference 
and how to accommodate market stalls before the next Monthly Market. A staff member from 
the outdoor team was verbally abused by parishioners at the last market as they were asked 
to move their cars to accommodate the market stalls in the Coppice car park. Cllr Angharad 
would like to minute that the outdoor team member dealt with the situation very well as it was 
a difficult morning. Fleet Arts are to be commended for the singers and poets that came and 
performed throughout the morning.  
Cllr Atkinson stated a spelling error on Ox Hay should be Ox Hey. 
Cllr Atkinson stated the Monthly Market working group was discussed and as a group that 
when there was no need to continue as a separate group then it could come back to the 
Facilities Committee rather than what was recorded. 
 

4544 MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY FINANCE, GOVERANCE, STAFF COMMITTEE 
RESOLVED Noted held on 29 September 2020 
 

4545 MINUTES OF THE ARTS, EVENTS AND HERITAGE COMMITTEE  
RESOLVED Noted held on 6 October 2020  

 
4546 MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

24 September – Attended the Alton Manor Scouts Annual General Meeting 
22 September – Green Flag Judging held in the Memorial Gardens 
 

4547 FINANCE REPORT 
a) 30 September 2020 bank reconciliation figures reference to Appendix 1 
RESOLVED To note 
b) Income and expenditure summary as at 30 September 2020 reference to Appendix 2 
RESOLVED To note 
c) Detailed income and expenditure 30 September 2020 reference to Appendix 3 
RESOLVED To note 
d) Reserves balance as at 30 September 2020 reference to Appendix 4 
RESOLVED To note 

 
*Cllr Angharad and Atkinson were removed from the meeting into the waiting room* 

 
4548 PLANNING MATTERS 

The Council considered the applications and decisions circulated. 



Page  1169  

 

 

a) Planning applications and appeals 
RESOLVED To make no comments on the applications listed on the agenda with the exception 
of planning application AVA/2020/0882 – This will be delegated to the Neighbourhood Plan 
working group to consider regarding affordable homes. 
b) Planning application decisions 
RESOLVED To note 
c) Neighbourhood Plan Working Group update 
Response to the examiner was submitted to the examiner on 14 September along with AVBC 
assistance. A grant has been approved from Locality for £1,107.00 which has paid in part the 
consultants invoice and the rest will come from the Neighbourhood Plan budget. The examiner 
has stated there is no need to hold a hearing regarding the Neighbourhood Plan. The examiner 
will issue a report and the Neighbourhood Plan will then be treated for planning purposes like 
it had passed the referendum. 
RESOLVED To note 

 
*Cllr Angharad and Atkinson returned to the Meeting* 

 
4549 GRANT APPLICATIONS 

a) Blooming Milford 
RESOLVED Approved the grant of £122.00 
b) Blue Box 
RESOLVED Approved the grant of £279.17 
c) Milford Primary School 
RESOLVED Approved the grant of £389.51 

 
4550 OUTSIDE BODIES AND CHAIRS OF COMMITTEES 

• Cllr John Porter spoke about the Derwent Valley Railway Community Group. There were 
concerns that COVID would affect the East Midlands Railway and their social grant but 
Cllr Porter has been assured that this will have no effect on the current plans in terms of a 
manned station.  
Cllr Porter spoke about Derbyshire Dales and Peak Railway organisation running a 
railway direct through from Derby rather than the old route through the Peak District up 
towards Chinley, Buxton and Manchester. Belper Town Council are in favour of some 
northward connections.  
Cllr Porter spoke about the Derbyshire Community Transport due to Belper Town 
Council’s ambitions to have enhanced buses in the town. Cllr Porter has been invited to 
become a Trustee Board Members which Cllr Porter has accepted. On Thursday this 
week they will be holding a workshop group in St John’s Chapel where the Trustees are 
meeting to look at forward planning of what they could do in Derbyshire. They are using 
Belper as an exemplar to see what the Community Transport Group could bring to a 
Parish/Town in improving connections. This would not just be for the able bodied but also 
for people with a disabling condition.  

• Cllr Oldfield spoke about the Arts, Events and Heritage Committee which is all in the 
minutes. Key points mentioned Funfair has been cancelled they hope to come back in 
Spring, Belper in Bloom winners noted in the minutes, tea rooms opening event the 
Committee ear marked some of their budget for the North Mill to use for the opening 
event, Railway Jitty Signage - agreed members of the working group, Food Festival 
cancelled, idea of the end of lockdown celebration deferred to a later date due to 
restrictions, Armistice Day will be held on Wednesday 11 November with one 
representative attending from each organisation, Christmas lights will be switched on 
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however this will not be made an event and the Christmas Eve Carol Service working with 
the local churches in the community to understand what the Council could do. 

• Cllr Mallett spoke about Finance, Governance and Staff Committee as most Councillors 
are aware there was an Extraordinary Committee meeting held on 29 September 2020. 
Two main items of business were discussed, the first was in result of the resignation of 
the Chair from the Council, Cllr Mallett was appointed Chair for the remainder of the year. 
Cllr John Porter requested that he remained as Vice-Chair. The second item of business 
was to consider in finer detail the report produced by the Finance Officer regarding the 
reserves. Cllr Mallett is pleased to inform the Council that the Committee have made good 
progress on this matter although it was agreed that Cllr Mallett would liaise with the three 
other Committee Chairs so this piece of work could be finalised at the next Finance 
Committee meeting. All meetings scheduled apart from Youth Committee.  

• Cllr Dwyer spoke in relation to the Youth Council in which they have held two Zoom 
meetings. They hold these meetings every two weeks on a Monday at 4.30pm any Town 
Councillors who are DBS checked can join this meeting. The Youth Council members are 
positive, their main issues at the moment are a Climate Awareness event which will 
probably have to be held online, redesigning their logo once this is complete, this will be 
put on the brochure and then will be issued around the Town, skate park and also Black 
History month. The Town Council have paid for an event to be held yesterday at the 
School by the Caribbean Heritage Museum.  

• Cllr Watson spoke about the Almshouse Committee they would like to acquire a building 
site/land down Derwent Street. Cllr Watson has contacted Cllr B Bellamy who has 
suggested there is land on Derwent Street that should be available and Cllr B Bellamy will 
progress this with a 106 agreement that this land could be passed onto the Almshouse 
Committee. The Almshouse Committee are confident they could raise the money to build 
social housing built in Belper under communal ownership. Cllr Watson would like to 
encourage Borough Councillors to support Cllr B Bellamy and his efforts with AVBC to 
ensure the Almshouse Committee acquires this land under the 106 agreement. 

• Cllr R Bellamy spoke about the World Heritage Site. Over the past weekend they have 
held a fantastic event in the town and to say a huge thank you to everyone who has 
worked on it. They have worked really hard on this and produced some fantastic 
resources for the town that really explore Heritage in a new way and a COVID safe way 
as it’s all online. So our Heritage has entered people’s houses for the first time and has 
increased accessibility through these adaptations. Town Council commit to advertising 
this in the future. 

• Cllr Monkman spoke about Facilities, Environment and Local Economy Committee. 
Working groups have been established for car parking throughout the town, toilets 
including accessible toilets, electric vehicle charging points, community orchard and 
potential allotment sites. 
 

4551 DERBYSHIRE COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES NHS FOUNDATION TRUST 
RESOLVED Noted 

 
4552 DALC JULY, AUGUST, SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTERS 

RESOLVED Noted 
 
4553 LICENCE ISSUED TO JAZZ EVENT 5 SEPTMBER 2020 

RESOLVED Noted 
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4554 VISION DERBYSHIRE 
RESOLVED Noted, Council would like a Councillor from Derbyshire County Council or 
Amber Valley Borough Council to attend the next Full Council meeting to give more details 
regarding this proposal. 
 

4555 LICENCE FOR LOVE BELPER  
To use the Market Place and use 8 Market Stalls on 6 December 2020 
RESOLVED Approved 
 

4556 LICENCE FOR BELPER FRINGE, FLEET ARTS AND NO.28 
To use the Market Place and use barriers on 18 October 2020 
RESOLVED Approved 

 
4557 LICENCE FOR WOOLLEN WOODS  

To use the Memorial Gardens on 13 to 24 May 2021 
RESOLVED Approved 
 

4558 LICENCE FOR ARTS TRAIL  
To use the Memorial Gardens on 2 and 3 May 2021 
RESOLVED Approved 
 

4559 LICENCE FOR BLIND VETERANS UK 
To use the Memorial Gardens on 17 or 18 April 2021 
RESOLVED Approved for 18 April 2021 
 

4560 BELPER BOUNCES BACK GRANT TO LOVE BELPER 
RESOLVED Approved £648.00 
 

4561 COMMUNITY PLAY IN BELPER PROPOSAL 
RESOLVED Approved support of the proposal and moved to Arts, Events and Heritage 
Committee to work with the group on moving this proposal forward. 
 

4562 DERWENT VALLEY CYCLEWAY PHASE 1B 
RESOLVED Approved a letter of support for the relevant fund raising. 
Cllr R Bellamy stated for anyone who is used to walking and cycling the trails in our county to 
note there is often conflict between walkers and cyclists so this could be resolved in the 
planning stage.  
 

4563 PEAKS AND DALES RAILWAY LTD 
RESOLVED Peaks and Dales Railway Ltd to liaise with Cllr Porter and information to be fed 
back to Full Council as this is at a very early stage. 
 

4564 SERPENTINE WALK IN THE RIVER GARDENS 
RESOLVED Deferred to November meeting for Cllr Harris to bring back further information. 
 

4565 CLERKS REPORT 
RESOLVED Noted 
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4566 ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING POINTS 
RESOLVED Approved 5 year leasing option for the Coppice car park including the new grid 
connection fee to be included within the budget. 

 
4567 EDI TRAINING 

RESOLVED Approved to book both training sessions and Councillors will attend at least one. 
Rainbow Allies £200.00 Equality and Diversity UK £795.00. Clerk to arrange two dates one 
for Rainbow Allies and one for Equality and Diversity UK. 

 
4568 TRENT BARTON PHASING OUT THE MANGO CARD 

RESOLVED  Approved the Marketing, Economic Development and Tourism Co-ordinator to 
write to Trent Barton regarding the issues faced by residents with phasing out the Mango 
Card. 

 
4569 A609 BELPER TO COUNTY BOUNDARY SPEED LIMIT ORDER 2020 

RESOLVED Noted 
 
4570 PRESS RELEASES  

RESOLVED None  
 
Cllr Atkinson stated that Borough Councillors should not be staying in the meeting to discuss 
and vote on Item 24 as they have already been predetermined by voting on the issue at the 
Borough Council. 
 
*Cllr Monkman and Atkinson left the meeting. Cllr Porter chaired the meeting from this point* 

 
4571 FIELD LANE CAR PARK PROPOSAL AT AMBER VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL 

Letter received from Amber Valley Borough Council on 8 October 2020 Appendix 5 
RESOLVED Clerk to write to Amber Valley Borough Council to arrange a meeting regarding 
the current car park proposal to discuss the following points: 
Belper Town Council also has responsibility for providing parking in the town. Belper Town 
Council (BTC) therefore has a legitimate interest in but no intent to control what other parking 
providers do .Our point is that all these issues interact and that a collaborative approach would 
be much more helpful in providing services to the town. We find for example that when AVBC   
increases its parking charges there is an impact on on- street parking and on the Coppice Car 
Park. It is for that reason that BTC has recently arranged a working group to look at a whole 
systems approach which would involve consulting with AVBC and DCC about their overlapping 
responsibilities. In recent years it has been considered good practice and in many cases legally 
required that developers and public bodies consult with local residents before proceeding with 
new developments. Over recent years representatives of BTC have met with all developers of 
sites over 13 homes before applications are made, these have been fruitful dialogues and 
enabled BTC to make informed comment on the planning applications. 
Public landowners such as NHS Derbyshire Community Health Services and Derbyshire 
County Council have held public meetings and sent written information to BTC before going 
ahead with their plans, some of which have been amended as a result. 
None of this has happened in this case. That is despite the requirement stated in AV Corporate 
Plan that when reviewing their property assets they will “act in collaboration with other public 
bodies to generate economic growth and /or affordable housing mitigating climate change”. 
BTC is a separate legal entity from AVBC and is entitled to function as a separate entity and 
therefore ask questions and seek explanations.  



Page  1173  

 

 

Our preferred option would be that a meeting is set up to enable an understanding of the likely 
impact of this proposal and come to a strategic plan regarding Belper’s parking needs. 
 

Votes recorded FOR this motion Votes recorded AGAINST this 
motion 

Cllr Mallett Cllr R Bellamy 

Cllr Dwyer  

Cllr Angharad  

Cllr Porter  

Cllr Harris  

Cllr Oldfield  

Cllr Hale  

Cllr Watson  
 

 
The Meeting closed at 9.11pm 
 
 
 
Signed ……………………………………………….. 
 Town Mayor  Date  10 November 2020 
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