
MINUTES OF THE LEISURE, TOURISM AND GREEN SPACES COMMITTEE 

HELD ON TUESDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 2018 IN ST JOHN’S CHAPEL 

PRESENT   Councillors Nelson (Chairman), J Booth, Hurst and Smith 

IN ATTENDANCE Councillor Atkinson, Liz Page (Town Clerk), Rosemary Bridges 

(Assistant Town Clerk) 

 

LC64 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors Arnold 
(holiday) and Spendlove (work) 
 

LC65 VARIATION OF ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 None 
 
LC66 DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

 None 

 

LC67 PUBLIC SPEAKING 

 Councillor Atkinson reported on the Parks survey she had set up.  She said 

she was hoping to set up a community working group and asked the Council 

to support them 

 

LC68   MINUTES OF THE LEISURE, TOURISM AND GREEN SPACES      

 COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 5 JUNE 2018 

RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Leisure, Tourism and Green 

Spaces Committee meeting held on 5 June 2018.  

 

LC69 MINUTES OF THE IN BLOOM GROUP MEETING HELD ON 7 JUNE 2018 

RESOLVED to note the minutes of the In Bloom Group held on 7 June 2018 

 

LC70 FOOD FESTIVALS 

Summer 

The Clerk and Assistant Clerk reported on the following issues that had arisen 

from the Festival 

• One of the traders that provided a children’s amusement of a wheel of fortune 

had said that he did not like the pitch he was given.  It was reported that his 

behaviour was unreasonable and bullying towards staff members.  There had 

been a similar issue at the previous year’s summer festival where he had set 

up in the wrong place and taken more space than was allocated.  RESOLVED 

that the Clerk will write to this trader and remind him that he must adhere to 

the Council rules otherwise he will be excluded from the Council’s events  

 

• After the Festival on inspecting the site it was noticed Hartland Pies had left a 

box of waste food products behind.  In accordance with the Festival rules the 

Company was invoiced £60 for a fly tip charge.  The owner of the Company 

emailed the Clerk to apologise and said it was an oversight on his part.  It was 

reported that this trader had attended all previous Festivals and had never 

done this before.  RESOLVED to  waive the fly tip fine but to remind the trader 



that any further reports of leaving waste behind then he will automatically 

receive a non-negotiable fine  

• Mr Darcy’s Drink Emporium was sited outside of the NatWest bank.  When the 

owner’s wife arrived she said that her TENS licence was for the Memorial 

Gardens and had concerns that the licence was not valid in another position 

and she decided to leave.  She then sent an email to the Clerk complaining 

about the position and requesting a refund.  RESOLVED for the Clerk to check 

with licencing at AVBC to clarify if the licence was correct for using on King 

Street, if not to then offer her a complimentary pitch at the Christmas Festival 

and if the licence was valid on King Street to offer no refund 

• Greek Canteen had sent an email complaining that there was more than one 

gyros seller at the Festival and that the arrival letter stated the event finished 

at 3pm.  The trader stopped trading at this time and they had a large queue 

which they turned away only to find out that there was a typo on the letter and 

the event finished at 4pm.  RESOLVED Clerk to write the trader and apologise 

for the typo and to confirm that the Council implies no restrictions on traders 

selling the same type of items 

 

Christmas 

The application form is now on our web site.  The Clerk and Assistant Clerk are 

attending terrorism training in October.  The Assistant Clerk had been 

approached by Securiscape regarding using the Companies services to install 

anti-terrorism blockades at all of the entrances at a reduced cost of £1,500 +vat. 

RESOLVED that the Committee felt that the measures already in place were 

adequate.  First aid has been arranged.  RESOLVED to agree a slow shop at all 

further Festivals. The Clerk reported that Fleet Arts had approached her 

regarding musicians attending the Festival.  RESOLVED Clerk to ask Fleet Arts if 

they could provide musicians to busk around the event  

 LC71 TWINNING CELEBRATION 

Noted that a delegation from Pawtucket will be visiting between 11 and 16 

July 2019 to celebrate 25 years since signing of the compact. RECOMMEND 

to FGSWP to include a budget heading of £500 for the celebrations 

 

LC72 REMEMBRANCE PARADE AND CENTENARY OF ENDING OF WW1 

The Clerk reported that a meeting had taken place to discuss and agree the 

arrangements for the parade.  Additional poppies had been ordered for the 

lamp posts around the Triangle. A request had been received for permission 

to put out a plea to the public to knit poppies to go on the Memorial Gardens 

railings and for poppies on sticks to be put in the flowerbed and a silhouette of 

a soldier to be sited in a flowerbed.  RESOLVED to agree permission for all of 

the installations.  The Clerk had asked the Belper in War Time group if they 

were going to light a beacon but they declined as they had nobody to do it. 

RESOLVED to explore further the lighting of a beacon  

 

 

 

 



LC73 CHRISTMAS  

(a) Lights 

The Assistant Clerk reported that the Council had received consent from 

the property owners on the Market Place where new lights will be installed 

this year.  The two trees outside the Continental Bar will be skeleton 

wrapped with ice white lights, a Merry Christmas motif with a net of lights 

will be hung on the side of the Premier shop which faces the monument 

and icicle lights will be hung above the shop fronts of the takeaway and 

carpet shop.  

 

The Clerk reported that Valiant had agreed to sponsor the Christmas light 

switch on for £2,000 and that they would like to put a banner up at the 

Memorial Gardens wishing the town a Merry Christmas and have a costume 

character. RESOLVED to agree to the banner and costume character only if 

the character meets DBS requirements and for the Clerk to contact Valiant to 

ask if they would prefer to put the banner around the barriers beneath the 

Christmas tree on the Market Place 

 

(b) Switch On 

The road closures for Milford and Belper have been applied for  

 

Milford 

The lights will be switched on at Milford Triangle at 5pm by the Mayor, Santa 

and the Elf.  The Co-op will provide a chauffeur service 

 

Belper 

The Mayor will switch on the lights at the Memorial Gardens at 5.45 pm along 

with the nominated member of the public which will be selected by the Council 

at the October meeting.  Street entertainment of a fairground organ, Belper 

Town Wind Band, Clown, Punch & Judy Show, Children’s roundabout and a 

Santa’s Grotto has been booked.  First aid cover has been booked.  The 

Charity stall application form is on the web site for the stalls to be sited outside 

Poundland.  Stewards are needed to man the barriers 

 

Fleet Arts have asked if they can site some LED lanterns made from willow 

and tissue in a tree in the Memorial Gardens.  RESOLVED to agree to the 

request and Clerk to meet on site to agree the position of the decorations 

 

(c) Christmas Eve Carol Service 

A candlelight procession led by the Mayor will leave St John’s Chapel at 

7.45pm down to the Market Place.  Reverend Stratton will lead the service 

at 8pm on the Market Place and Heage Band will accompany the carols 

 

LC74 MEMORIAL GARDENS 

(a) Saluting Base 

The Clerk reported that she had met with a contractor and was waiting to 

receive a quote to install a new saluting base on the Memorial Gardens.  

She said that the Council would also need planning permission and that 



there was no budget heading.  Members asked if she could get the work 

done before the 11 November 2018 and take a proposal to Full Council at 

the October meeting 

(b) Memorial Bench  

The memorial bench in memory of Mr and Mrs Whitaker had now been 

installed in the gardens  

(c)  Scouts 

 The Clerk reported that the Scouts will be holding a MacMillan coffee 

afternoon in the gardens on 29 September 2018 

(d) Well Dressings 

A request had been received from the Chairman of the Well Dressing 

Group to use the Memorial Gardens to display the Well Dressings for 

2019.  RESOLVED to agree to the request and also to have Derwent 

Brass to play in the Memorial Gardens for the Larks in the Park event on 

14 July 2019  

 

LC75 Allotments 

The NPWG consultation had identified a need for additional plots and the 

report had highlighted a piece of land at Meadows Edge.  Cllr Nelson has 

visited the land and says it is not suitable.  The Clerk asked if a working group 

could be set up to search for suitable land.  RESOLVED to RECOMMEND to 

Council to set up a working group at the October Full Council meeting 

 

LC76 Footpaths 

(a) Update re BOAT at Save a Penny Lane, Milford 

The Clerk reported to DCC that the footpath had been closed.  DCC will 

inspect and enforce to get the route opened up 

(b) Belper Meadows to Morrisons footpath 

Two foot path applications have been submitted to DCC to be included in 

the definitive map, one has since been refused  

 

LC77 2019 Events List 

 RESOLVED to approve the following list of Council events 

9 February  Monthly Market -8.30am until 1pm  on the Market Place 

9 February Town Councillor surgery – at the Monthly Market 

9 March Monthly Market -8.30am until 1pm on the  Market Place 

TBC April Spring Fun Fair – Coppice Car park 

13 April Monthly Market -8.30am until 1pm on the Market Place 

11 May Monthly Market -8.30am until pm on the Market Place 

2 June Larks in the Park – Belper River Gardens 

8 June Monthly Market -8.30am until 1pm on the Market Place 

9 June  Larks in the Park – Belper River Gardens 

16 June Larks in the Park – Belper River Gardens 

23 June Larks in the Park – Belper River Gardens 

30 June Larks in the Park – Belper River Gardens 

7 July  Summer Food Festival – 10am until 4pm on King Street, Memorial 
Gardens, Campbell Street and Strutt Street 

1 – 12 July EMIB Judging  

13 July Monthly Market -8.30am until 1pm on the Market Place 



21 July Larks in the Park – Belper River Gardens 

28 July Larks in the Park – Belper River Gardens 

4 August Larks in the Park – Belper River Gardens 

10 August Monthly Market -8.30am until 1pm on the Market Place 

11 August Larks in the Park – Belper River Gardens 

18 August Larks in the Park – Belper River Gardens 

25 August Larks in the Park – Belper River Gardens 

14 September Monthly Market -8.30am until 1pm on the Market Place 

12 October Monthly Market -8.30am until 1pm on the Market Place 

TBC Autumn Fun Fair – Coppice Car park 

9 November Monthly Market -8.30am until 1pm on the Market Place 

10 November Remembrance Sunday Parade – 10.45 am at Memorial Gardens 
and then on to St Peters Church 

11 November Armistice Day Service – Memorial Gardens – 10.50am 

29 November Christmas light Switch On –Milford at 5pm and Memorial Gardens 
at 5.45 pm 

8 December Christmas Food Festival – 10am until 3pm  on King Street, Strutt 
Street and Campbell Street 

14 December Monthly Market -8.30am until 1pm on the Market Place 

24 December Christmas Eve Carol Service – 8pm  on the Market Place 

 

  

LC78 Clerk/Assistant Clerk Report 

• Belper Events Guide, the publisher has asked for photographs and 

dates of the Council’s events 

• Great British High Street Competition – Adrian Farmer will be entering 

Belper into the competition and the entry requires quite a lot of work 

from the Council 

• EMIB result – Belper won a gold award in the competition, coming third 

overall in the category. Cllr Booth said that the outdoor staff had done 

a very good job of the gardening through two difficult seasons and 

proposed that they were awarded a bonus of £50 each in recognition.  

RESOLVED to RECOMMEND to Full Council that the bonus payment 

is implemented 

• Autumn Fair – The Clerk reported that the Fair will open at 6pm on 1 

November 2018 and it was the Council’s turn to provide the buffet.  

RESOLVED as this event was poorly attended by Members to no 

longer finance a buffet 

 


