
MINUTES OF THE LEISURE, TOURISM AND GREEN SPACES COMMITTEE 

HELD ON TUESDAY 5 JUNE 2018 IN ST JOHN’S CHAPEL 

PRESENT   Councillors Nelson (Chairman), Allison, Arnold, J Booth, Hurst and 

Smith.  One member of the public 

IN ATTENDANCE Liz Page (Town Clerk), Rosemary Bridges (Assistant Town 

Clerk) 

LC48 APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN 

Councillor Nelson was proposed and duly elected as Chairman of the 
Committee 

 
LC 49 APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN 

Councillor J Booth was proposed and duly elected as Chairman of the 

Committee 

 

LC50 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors Charlton 
(holiday) and Spendlove (meeting) 
 

LC51 VARIATION OF ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 None 
 
LC52  DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

 None 

 

LC53 MINUTES OF THE LEISURE, TOURISM AND GREEN SPACES 

COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 17 MARCH 2018 

RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Leisure, Tourism and Green 

Spaces Committee meeting held on 17 March 2018. Councillor J Booth 

reported that he was extremely disappointed that only one Member out of five 

that did not attend this meeting gave their apologies 

 

LC54 MINUTES OF THE IN BLOOM GROUP MEETING HELD ON 3 MAY 2018 

RESOLVED to note the minutes of the In Bloom Group held on 3 May 2018 

 Re-siting of the Belper Lane planter – The Chairman asked all 

Members to visit the site and to defer the decision of moving it until the 

next meeting. It was also agreed for the Clerk to contact the Farmer 

opposite the layby to chase up permission for a ‘Welcome to Belper’ 

sign to be sited in his field   

 

LC55 FOOD FESTIVALS 

The road closure order for the event had been received.  Unfortunately the 

parking restrictions could not be lifted in the order.  It was agreed that stewards 

should make people aware that parking enforcement was in place 

 Noted that applications were still being received, total to date was 70 

 Rotary would be stewarding the event and would control the Coppice car 

parking and man several barriers in the event 

 First aid cover had been requested from St John Ambulance 



 

 LC56 TWINNING CELEBRATION 

Noted that a delegation from Pawtucket will be visiting between 12 and 17 

July 2018.  It is proposed to hold a Civic reception at St John’s Chapel at 

12pm on Friday 13 July 2018.  AVBC have contributed £300 towards the 

reception any additional costs will be covered by the Mayor’s allowance 

 

LC57 MEMORIAL GARDENS 

(a) Proposal for a Band Stand 

Members considered the proposal for a band stand at the Memorial 

Gardens and felt it was unnecessary competition for the River Gardens 

band stand and not the right setting for one as the war time sculpture had 

already been agreed it could detract from this important installation 

(b) Proposal to site a Mosaic Bird Bath 

Throughout the Arts Trail event a mosaic bird bath created by a group with 

learning difficulties called Chatterbox had been displayed in the Memorial 

Gardens.  The group were now looking for a permanent home for the 

piece and asked if it could be sited in the Memorial Gardens.  Members 

agreed for it to be kept permanently in the gardens 

(c) Request to grant a licence for a Children’s Tea Party  

A request to hold a Children’s Tea Party in the gardens had been received 

from Twistin Tots.  It was reported that up to 150 families could be 

expected.  Members considered the request but felt that whilst they 

supported the event the gardens were not large enough and it was not 

practical.  Clerk to recommend to the group that they contact AVBC to 

seek permission to use Belper Parks 

(d) Saluting Base 

Councillor Nelson had received several comments at the recent St 

Georges Day parade that the saluting was really not in the correct place 

for those on it to see the parade clearly coming down King Street.  

Members agreed that it would need re-siting further along the front of the 

gardens and that the job would need to be carried out by professional 

contractors.   Clerk to seek information and costings and to report back to 

the next meeting 

(e) Memorial Benches 

Approval had been given some time ago for a bench in memory of Mr and 

Mrs Whitaker to site the bench in the gardens however there was some 

discrepancy on the type of seat.  Previously it had been mentioned about 

changing the existing seats and any additional seats to the ones with cast 

iron ends but the Clerk reported that these would be costly and require 

ongoing maintenance and that the last two benches that had been 

installed were Amberol plaswood which are made of recycled plastic which 

require no maintenance and are in keeping with the style of the rest of the 

seating.  It was agreed that the specification should be set as Amber 

Plaswood benches for any additional seating 

 

 



LC58 Allotments 

The NPWG consultation had identified a need for additional plots and the 

report had highlighted a piece of land at Meadows Edge.  Since the agenda 

had been published a piece of land which may be suitable has become 

available for sale by Savills at auction.  Clerk to request the legal pack and 

take to the next full Council meeting for consideration 

 

LC59  Email Regarding the Skatepark 

An email complaint regarding the state of the Skatepark had been received.  It 

highlighted problems of pot holes, graffiti, lack of litter bins and lack of 

signage.  Clerk to contact AVBC as it is their responsibility.  Councillor Nelson 

said that he was under the impression a couple of years ago the Drop Inn had 

shown some interest in getting involved with doing some painting at the park.  

Councillor Hurst was asked by the Committee to take the matter up with the 

group 

 

LC60 Christmas Lighting 

The Assistant Clerk reported that she had had a meeting with the installation 

contractor regarding provision of additional cross street lighting between the 

junction of Green Lane and the top of King Street.  The contractor was going 

to check the site but felt it may be possible to get a further 4/5 sets in the 

area.   Councillor J Booth said the light displays let the town down and 

needed improving and were poor in comparison with Ripley.  He said that the 

budget needed increasing.  Agreed that the Clerk arrange for Members of the 

Committee to meet with the contractor to discuss additional lighting 

installations  

 

LC61 Clerk/Assistant Clerk Report 

 Newsletter – Summer edition had been distributed 

 Town Guide – The final draft is a reduced version, less advertising and 

will be signed off and go to print by the end of the week  

 Belper Meadows Footpath – Definitive application still ongoing, 

Councillor Nelson asked all Members to question the DCC Councillors 

at the next full Council meeting regarding the application as it has been 

in the process for 3 years 

 

RESOLVED in view of the confidential nature of the item regarding staff cover 

at the Larks events to exclude the public and press from the meeting  

 

LC62 Staff Cover at the Larks in the Parks Events 

The outdoor staff are still required to cover the Larks events as Council 

representatives are required to be in attendance 

 

LC63 Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 25 September 2018 at 7pm at St 

John’s Chapel 

 


