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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF BELPER NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN WORKING GROUP 
HELD AT THE COUNCIL OFFICES, ST JOHN’S CHAPEL, BELPER ON Tuesday 16th 
January 2018, AT 7.30pm 
 
 
PRESENT:  Cllr Hurst (PH Chair), Cllr Sutton (TS), Cllr Smith (DS), Roger Shelley (RS), 

Katie Harris (KH), Christine Blake (CB), John Morrissey (JM), Paul Terry (PT), 
James Kerry (JK), John Porter (JP), Wendy Mitchell (WM) 

 
Also Present: Liz Page (LP, BTC Clerk) 
 
Members of the Public: Nil 
 
(Note: WG = Working Group) 
 
 
NP4B77 To receive apologies for absence 

None received. 
 
NP4B78 To note declarations of interest 
  None declared 
 
NP4B79 To approve the Minutes of the Working Group meeting held on 6th 

November 2017 
RESOLVED: to agree as a true record the Minutes NP4B64 - NP4B76 of the 
Neighbourhood Plan Meeting held on 6th November 2017; with the correction 
underlined made to NP4B72: “LP and KH will be taking part in a Conference 
call on Friday 10th November with David Carlisle, to set up the Site Viability 
Assessment.”  
Matters Arising: Page 3 NP4B72 section E: KH has contacted Urban Forward 
and no updated quote can be given to include 200 hard copies until the size of 
the document is known. 

  
NP4B80 Finance 

A. Agree commitments 
No additional commitments made since the previous meeting.   
 
B. Review of the Budget  
No further monies committed. 
The following information was given and discussion took place covering these 
identified items: 

 LP identified the proposed expenditure that the Locality Grant covered. 
She informed the WG she had extended this Grant to 31st March.  

 It was confirmed that the majority of the Budget is the necessary cost of 
our Planning Consultant. 

 LP will apply for and cost out the remaining £2006 which will cover April 
to October. Publicity and Marketing will be part of this costing.  

 A query was made regarding the funding given to Borough and County 
Councils to support Neighbourhood Plans: 
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RESOLVED: LP to e mail AVBC and Local Councillors to find out how 
their funding money will be used to support the Belper NP.   

 
 

C. Other Grants/Sources of Funding 
As agreed at a previous meeting, a grant will be applied for from ‘Awards for All’ 
to Format and Print of the Final NP Document. 

 
D. Approve items for payment 
None 
 
E. Update on Steering Group’s accounts 
LP summarised the response she had received to her request for further 
information regarding the Steering Group’s Accounts: as Resolved at the 
previous meeting, item NP4B68 section E.  
After discussion: 
RESOLVED: As Locality is content with the Steering Groups Accounts, the WG 
will take no more action or discuss this matter further.  
  

NP4B81 Timetable 
A revised Timetable will be formulated once our Planning Consultant Helen 
Metcalf (HM) has produced the Pre Submission NP. KH advised we are looking 
to a referendum date in Autumn 2018. 

 
NP4B82 Risk Log 
  Risk Log noted and agreed. 
 
NP4B83  Communication and Publicity 

A. Update  

 BTC’s new Website nearing completion. 

 Front Page of the BTC Spring Newsletter is an update on the NP. 

 Public meetings have been booked for Wednesday 7th March in St 
John’s Chapel; one at 2pm and one at 7pm. These will be for members 
of the public to be informed about the progress of the NP. 

 NP Facebook Page: JK being given admin access to this Page. 
 
B. Old Website  
As resolved at the previous meeting, NP4B71 section B, LP had further e 
mailed the person responsible for the ‘Plan for Belper’ Website to formally 
request again the website was shut down. A response to this was read out to 
the WG.  
To date, the old website ‘Plan for Belper’ is still in operation: it is clear the 
person responsible does not intend to accede to requests to shut it down. 
RESOLVED: TS to find out when the Domain is due for renewal. EP to request 
confirmation from the website controller that the domain will not be renewed.  

 
NP4B84 Draft Plan 

A. Update on Site Allocation Assessment/Technical Support and Viability 
Modelling 



 

3 
 

LP/KH and 4 other members of the WG had been present for a conference call 
earlier in the day with Ian MaCluskey regarding the Draft Site Assessment 
Report. KH informed the WG of the key points arising from this. 
LP informed the WG that she had also spoken to David Carlisle that afternoon 
too with regard to the Site Viability Assessment. The WG confirmed that he was 
to carry out the study on 10 proposed sites, not including Lander Lane.  
Discussion also took place regarding various issues pertinent to the Site and 
Viability Assessments. 
 
B. Next Steps- contacting outside bodies and HCA 
Two main points were discussed: 
KH informed the WG of the advantages of approaching the Homes and 
Community Agency: they have the background in securing money for 
regenerating Brownfield Sites. 
In addition to individual members of the general Public, it was also agreed there 
were other External Bodies with whom it would be beneficial to talk through the 
NP. 
RESOLVED: LP to formally invite identified External Bodies, including the HCA, 
to information/discussion meetings with members of the WG. 

 
C. Belper Lane and Bullsmoor decisions and role of the group 

 
Bullsmoor: BTC had applied to be a Rule 6 party in the upcoming Appeal. To 
date: Protect Belper and the DVMWHS Partnership had been confirmed as 
Rule 6 parties, BTC is yet to hear. It was agreed the Council need not pursue 
the Rule 6 status but support Protect Belper by providing the evidence acquired 
from the AECOM Reports to demonstatre that housing need/numbers CAN be 
solely met from Brownfield and NOT Green field Sites in the Town. LP to 
provide a witness statement for Protect Belper to this effect. 
 
Belper Lane: As resolved by BTC, LP informed the WG she will be ‘an 
instructing Counsel for advice on the grounds for and likelihood of success of a 
Judicial Review of the Planning Decision Notice. Counsel’s response would 
then be put to BTC for further consideration. 

 
D. AVBC Brownfield Register 
TS briefly informed and explained AVBC’s new Brownfield Site Register to the 
WG. It includes a ‘new’ Planning term known as a PIP: ‘Planning in Principle’.  
TS will circulate to members the link to the Site Register and a link to a website 
which explains the ‘PIP’ designation. 
Once the WG is in receipt of the formal AECOM reports, AVBC’s Register can 
then be checked against these: presently there seems to be a few anomalies.  
 
E. Babington Site 
Currently Meetings are being held involving members of the Public and 
specified Groups: at these meetings information is being disclosed as to what is 
happening at Babington. This information has implications for the NP: in terms 
of the existing Site itself and the provision at Derwent Street. The WG will need 
to look at this subsequently. 
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F. Tapton Estates 
PT has spoken to Richard Needham (RN) the Managing Director of Tapton 
Estates who owns the former ABRU site at Derwentside.  
Two points of note: 

 RN confirmed that contrary to AVBC Brownfield Site Register, the Site is 
in their sole ownership.  

 RN would appreciate coming to talk to the WG as his Company 
specialises in developing Brown Sites. 

RESOLVED: LP is to formally invite RN to attend our next WG meeting. (PT will 
make the first informal approach). 
 
G. Allotment Land 
LP informed the WG of the issues surrounding finding and securing suitable 
land in Belper to provide additional Allotments. After discussion, it was agreed 
JP would put a Business Plan together to explore the possibility of acquiring 
land on The Meadows as a resource/amenity for the Town which could include 
provision for Allotments. 
 
I. CB had received a letter from a PHD student wanting to talk to members of 
the WG regarding design plans for the future of the town. Her work is a purely 
‘academic exercise’ and would not influence any decision making, but she may 
have some innovative ideas. Interested WG members were to liaise with CB 
after the meeting. 

 
NP4B85 Working Group Membership and members responsibilities 

KH felt it was timely to look at: 

 the current membership of the WG in light of an individual’s attendance 
at meetings 

 the possibility of inviting ‘new’ members to join us for the next crucial 
phase of the NP. 

It was agreed LP would carry out a simple e mail consultation of membership 
subsequent to this meeting. 

 
NP4B86 Public Speaking 
  None 
 
NP4B87 Items for Agenda for the next meeting 

Reminder: Please ensure all requests to be included in the Agenda, and any 
document(s) to be discussed during the said meeting are sent to LP one week 
in advance. 
 

 
NP4B88 Date of next meeting 
 

RESOLVED: The next meeting of the NP4B WG is to be held on Thursday 15th 
February 2018 at 7.30pm in St John’s Chapel, the Butts, Belper, 
Derbyshire. 


