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Belper Town Council established a Youth
Council through the Youth Committee in
September 2019, with the aim of giving a
voice to the youth of Belper.
This booklet contains articles about the
make-up and role of both the Town and
Youth Council. It includes information on
where the youth councillors emanate from;
the YC Terms of Reference, becoming a Youth
Councillor of conduct, plus other items. It
also includes statements, written by three
of the 2019 -20 Youth Councillors, of their
experience on the Council.
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The Role of the BTC
Youth Council
The monthly Council meetings are
designed to –

•

be a voice for, and promote the rights of
young people

•

discuss issues affecting young people
that have arisen from full council

•
•

plan and deliver relevant projects
address any issues that are of concern to
the young people of Belper

•

improve the status of young people
through communication, engagement
and representation

•

consider the needs of young people
from all backgrounds regardless of sex,
race, creed, gender, religion or social
group

•

support town activities that are relevant
to young people

•

liaise with other youth organisations
and groups

•

A Youth Councillor can seek support
from the Town Clerk if required –
clerk@belpertowncouncil.gov.uk

Lucy Farrow
‘For a long time I have tried to get my voice as a
young person, not only heard, but listened to, and
joining the Belper Youth Council was an empowering
step towards achieving this. The Youth council
gave me a chance to advocate further changes
surrounding the increasingly urgent climate crisis,
which was met by both the council and other fellow
youth councillors with much enthusiasm.
Very early on I was elected Chair, where my role
was to write up relevant agendas, run meetings
and collect ideas from each youth councillor; find
conclusions for our aims and finally, be responsible
for making sure these goals were met.
I really enjoyed my time as the chair, and learnt a
great deal from this role, not only this but it gave me
the opportunity to improve the lives of youth, in and
around Belper.
I would like to thank everyone involved in making
this a possibility, for the youth of Belper
to have their voices listened to. I
also thank the other youth
councillors, who have made
up such a brilliant council
this year! I hope that this
youth council becomes an
active part of the Belper
community in years to
come. Thanks for such a
great opportunity!’
June 2020

Belper Town Council
The Belper Town Council is made up of 16 Councillors who represent the people that live in the 4
Electoral Wards which make up the Town, they are elected every 4 years -

•
•
•
•

Belper Central
Belper East
Belper North (including Farnah Green)
Belper South (including Milford and Makeney)

The Council is responsible for certain services in the town including - flower bed displays,
hanging baskets, Christmas lights, care of the War Memorials and the Memorial Gardens, the
Coppice Car Park and some of the public toilets. The money to provide these services is raised
through a council tax charge which is applied to all households in the town. Seven people are
currently employed to do this work including the Town Clerk who is the Responsible Officer for
the Town Council.
Other services are provided by Amber Valley Borough Council and Derbyshire County Council.
Anyone can stand for election to the Town Council, they must be 18 years old and have lived
within 3 miles of the town’s boundaries for at least 12 months.
The Council meets once a month at a public meeting which is usually held at St John’s Chapel.
The dates of these meetings, the agenda and all the associated papers are available on the
Council’s web site and on the noticeboards around the town.
There are also frequent committee meetings which are open to the public covering topics such as
finance, leisure, arts and events.
The Youth Committee and Youth Council
Recently the town council introduced a new Youth Committee and one of the first tasks of the
newly formed Committee, was to introduce a Belper Youth Council. This has been designed
to replicate the Town Council by having 16 members, aged between 11 and 18 years. These
young people have been drawn from local schools and other appropriate organisations (see
accompanying list), to engage with each other and ensure that their voices are clearly heard.

The Belper Youth Councillors represent

Tilly Lightfoot

One Councillor from each

‘Hello, my name is Tilly and I have been the year 10
representative on Belper’s first youth council. When
I first became part of the youth council, I wasn’t sure
what to expect, however it’s fair to say it was such an
amazing experience! I met lots of new people from all
around the town and learnt many new skills.

Milford Primary School:
01332 841316
Head teacher - Ms. Cathy Kinsella
Herbert Strutt Primary School:
01773 822771
Year 6 teacher or Head teacher - Mrs S Core
St. John’s Church of England Primary School:
01773 822995
Head teacher - Roger Averis
Long Row Primary School:
01773 823319
Head teacher - Ms Cheryl Lodge
St. Elizabeth’s Catholic Primary School:
01773 822278  
Head teacher - Mrs Amanda Clemens
Pottery Primary School:
01773 823383
Six Councillors from
Belper Secondary School:
01773 825281
Head teacher - Nick Goforth
One Councillor from
John Flamsteed Community School:
01332 880260
Head teacher - Lisa Walton
One Councillor from each of the following

The adults who work with the Youth Council are
supportive and friendly, without being overbearing
and have always listened carefully to all of our
ideas. Being part of the youth council has been an
incredible journey for everyone on board and has
given the young people of our community a voice.
Not only have we discussed new and intriguing ideas,
we also begun to learn how Belper Council is run and
how ideas become reality.
Knowing that we could make a change to our town
made our role important and we all wanted to pick a
subject that would make Belper an even better place.
After lots of discussions we chose to focus on Climate
Change as we all agreed that this is an important
topic of our time and we wanted to inform our
community, so that we could make changes together,
leading to improvements globally. We planned
a family event, with stalls, music and education
however unfortunately it was cancelled due to
the lockdown (Covid-19). I hope we will be able to
reschedule the event, to show case the youth council’s
hard work and determination as well as tackle an
important topic.

1st Alton Manor:
07415 850502
Chairperson - Malcolm McGee 07851746043

Whilst on the board we also brought other ideas
from our school and friends and, in the future, I hope
that the youth council can bring these ideas to reality
too to make sure the whole of our community feels

2nd Belper Guides:
Jade Martin 07963 044308
stpeterguide@btinternet.com
amberdistrictgirlguiding@gmail.com

involved. In the youth council I was chosen to become
the notetaker. I loved having the responsibility for
this, but also really enjoyed seeing all of our ideas
coming together and having our voice heard.’

Home-schooled Group:
Mrs Clark – anneclark.co@gmail.com

June 2020

Becoming a Youth Councillor
Being a youth councillor offers lots of opportunities;  meeting new people from all walks of life,
planning for and organising events, working to a budget, contributing as part of a team, playing a
part in your local community and gaining political experience.
As you will read in the statements written by some of the Youth Councillors from last year,
becoming a Youth Councillor is good for your confidence and self-esteem, it offers opportunity for
developing skills in public speaking; listening and debating, taking part in discussions, presenting
a case about an issue you are passionate about and being involved in local decision making. There
is also the opportunity to initiate and be involved in local events. This is an exciting opportunity
and enriches the part you can play in your community as well as supporting a developing C.V. of
local engagement.  
Belper Youth Council has subscribed to the British Youth Council. This organisation is working to
create a world where all young people are respected and able to influence and inform decisions
that affect their lives. They apply this principle internally through their youth governance, ensuring
it stays true to its visions and values.  
The Town Council recognises how essential it is that young people are the driving force behind
future ideas, making the Youth Council’s voice and actions both meaningful and effective.
The Derbyshire Association of Local Councils, (DALC), offers training to all Councillors on
Derbyshire Councils. This ‘Essential Training’ will be available to Youth Councillors at the beginning
of their year. The training will inform them about the structure and work of a Parish Council and all
the various roles within the Council.

Youth Organisations serving
Belper and Milford

•
•
•

4th Belper Scouts
Scout Hut, Chapel Street, Belper, DE56 1AR
1st Alton Manor Scout Group
Alton Manor Community Centre,
Gregorys Way, Belper, DE56 0HS
01773 880019
www.1staltonmanorscouts.org.uk
2nd Belper Guides
Jade Martin 07963 044308  
stpeterguide@btinternet.com
amberdistrictgirlguiding@gmail.com

Religious

•
•

YPF Young People’s Fellowship
St Peter’s Parish. The Vicarage, 6 Chesterfield
Road, Belper, DE56 1FD
01773 828772 or 820307
The Briars Catholic Youth Retreat Centre
Briars Lane, Crich, Matlock, DE4 5BW
01773852044

Forces

•
•

620 (Derwent Valley) RAF Air Cadets
Clusters Road, Belper, Derbyshire, DE56 1DQ
Belper ACF Army Cadets
Cadet Centre, Clusters Road, Belper,
Derbyshire, DE56 1DQ
www.armycadets.com

Nishna Sharma
‘Hi, my name is Nishna Sharma and I am a student
at Belper School. I started the youth council at the
beginning of year nine, after hearing about it from a
school council meeting. It has been a very rewarding
and useful experience. My main role currently is
acting as chair of the youth council meetings. This
involved organising meetings and agendas, as well as
ensuring discussions included the views of all council
members. It was important to give members the
time to develop ideas for discussion of agenda items.
Being involved in youth council has given the tools to
become a better leader, and has vastly enhanced my
communication skills and team working ability.
We usually meet every fortnight on a Monday,
although whilst planning a climate awareness event,
we recognised the importance of meeting more
frequently to make sure the event was well planned.
Sadly, due to current circumstances (Covid-19) this
has been postponed.
Being part of the youth council has given me a
stronger sense of community. The adult council
members were great at facilitating the meetings
and supporting us to work with other organisations,
such as Fleet Arts. They encouraged us to work
independently, giving sound advice whilst remaining
impartial. We also worked at looking at transport
and clubs for young people in the community. I made
many new friends and everyone brought a vast range
of skills and ideas. I enjoyed the sociable aspect of
youth council. In future, I would love to embark on
a political career. This experience was invaluable
in giving me an introduction to how adult council
meetings operate.’

Other

•
•

Blend Youth Project
Head Office: 38 Nottingham Road, Ripley,
Derbyshire DE5 3DJ
Derbyshire LGBT and Youth Services
01332 207704  
youthservices@derbyshirelgbt.org.
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Clerk: Emma Smith
St John’s Chapel, The Butts
Belper, Derbyshire
01773 822116
clerk@belpertowncouncil.gov.uk
www.belpertowncouncil.gov.uk

